
St Therese’s & Our Lady of the Nativity  
Essendon & Essendon West Parishes 

17 & 18 February 2024: First Sunday of Lent 

First Reading: Genesis 9:8-15 A reading from the book of Genesis 

I will recall the covenant between myself and you… the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all flesh. 

God spoke to Noah and his sons, ‘See, I establish my Covenant with you, and with your descendants after you; also with 
every living creature to be found with you, birds, cattle and every wild beast with you: everything that came out of the 
ark, everything that lives on the earth. I establish my Covenant with you: no thing of flesh shall be swept away again by 
the waters of the flood. There shall be no flood to destroy the earth again.’ 

God said, ‘Here is the sign of the Covenant I make between myself and you and every living creature with you for all 
generations: I set my bow in the clouds and it shall be a sign of the Covenant between me and the earth. When I gather 
the clouds over the earth and the bow appears in the clouds, I will recall the Covenant between myself and you and every 
living creature of every kind. And so the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all things of flesh.’ 

Responsorial Psalm: Your ways, O Lord, are love and truth to those who keep your covenant. 

Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia! A great prophet has appeared among us; God has visited his people. Alleluia! 

Gospel: Mark 1:12-15 A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark 

He was tempted by Satan, and the angels looked after him. 

The Spirit drove Jesus out into the wilderness and he remained there for forty days, and was tempted by Satan. He was 
with the wild beasts, and the angels looked after him. 

After John had been arrested, Jesus went into Galilee. There he proclaimed the Good News from God. ‘The time has come’ 
he said ‘and the kingdom of God is close at hand. Repent, and believe the Good News.’

 

INTERCESSIONS  

Brothers and sisters, as we begin these forty days of Lent let us offer our fervent prayers to the God of mercy. 

That the Holy Church will support all people seeking repentance and forgiveness.  

That nations will care for those who face the wilderness of poverty and homelessness.  

We pray for all those around the world who are vulnerable to the impact of poverty, violence, and climate change. May our 
generosity towards Project Compassion be a measure of our commitment to global change.  

We pray for all those effected by the bushfires this past week in Victoria. 

We pray for Kaine, Jordan, Brooklyn, Amelia, Edward, Hazel and Sophie who are welcomed into our parish this weekend 
in preparation for the Sacrament of Baptism next weekend. That they lead a life of faith and love for all 

We pray for those who are ill, especially Adelina Cuda, Marion Walsh, Fr Tim Brennan, Finnbar Downey and Fr Terry Kean. 

We pray for those who have died recently especially: Peter Tunchon, Fr Kevin Bates, Josie Wright, Mary Bradley, Kevin 
Mansbridge and Joe Delaney 

And for those whom we remember at this time, especially: Angelo Natoli, Ruth Forehan, Luigi Martino, Rita O’Brien, John 
O’Donoghue, Jan Collins, Bernadette Kennedy and Nora Miles. 

Loving Father, you shower us with mercy and compassion. Hear our prayers and help us to resist temptation and enter 
into your forgiveness and mercy during this Lenten season. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen

 

PROJECT COMPASSION This year, Project Compassion brings you the stories of three resilient 

women from three different corners of the world. We meet Ronita from the Philippines, Leaia from 

Samoa and Memory from Malawi and journey with them as they forge a path to a brighter future for all 
generations.   

Ronita is a mother of two young boys living in a slum in Quezon City. She went back to school to finish 
her education so that she could earn income to support her children. Not having access to a reliable 
source of clean water was very difficult for Leaia and her family. But, with the support of Caritas 
Australia, a water tank was installed at their home, improving their health and living conditions. Memory, 

the eldest daughter from a rural Malawian family, trained to become a carpenter and is 
now a trailblazer for future generations of women in her village. 

Please donate to Project Compassion. You can donate through Project Compassion 
donation boxes and envelopes available in our churches, by visiting 
https://www.caritas.org.au/project-compassion or by calling 1800 024 413. 

  

https://www.caritas.org.au/project-compassion


WHICH PRIEST WHERE? This weekend Fr John will say all the Masses at St Therese’s and Fr Tony will say all the Masses 
at OLN. 

SHROVE TUESDAY MORNING TEA Many thanks to our Senior Friendship Group members who worked in the high 
temperatures on Tuesday to produce a delicious pancake morning tea for Shrove Tuesday.   

STATIONS OF THE CROSS DURING LENT Parishioner-led Stations of the Cross will be held each Friday in Lent at St 

Therese’s church at 3:00pm. All are welcome. Booklets are provided. 

COLLECTIONS AT MASSES To help align our practice across the two parishes, beginning in March there will be two 
collections during weekend Masses at OLN. At St Therese’s there are already two collections. For parishioners’ information: 
The FIRST COLLECTION is in support of the church. It goes towards paying all costs involved in the running of our parishes 
including staff, facilities, maintenance, insurance etc. The SECOND COLLECTION is in support of the presbytery. It pays 
our clergy living costs and supply costs for visiting priests so that we can continue to have Masses at both churches every 

weekend. Neither of the collections during Mass will be used to fund appeals – any APPEAL money must be placed in the 
appropriate envelope so that it can be identified and allocated appropriately. 

SPECIAL APPEALS 2024 Most appeal dates have been set for the year ahead and we publish them here for parishioners’ 
information. We will additionally hold appeals for Opening the Doors Foundation and to fund the activities of our Refugee 
and Asylum Seeker Support Group. Dates for those appeals have not yet been confirmed. 

 

LOW GLUTEN HOSTS Please be aware that our low gluten hosts are not 100% gluten free. The ingredients are wheat 
starch and water with a gluten content of 6.2 parts per million. According to Catholic doctrine, the Eucharistic host must 
be made of wheat and water only (Can. 924). Hosts made from alternative grains are not acceptable under Canon law. 

TINY TS PLAYGROUP DAY CHANGE Our Tiny Ts Playgroup is back in 2024 on a new day. Sessions will now take place 
on Thursdays at 9:30am in PACE Function Room. To register interest in joining playgroup please email 
stthereses.tinyts@gmail.com so that you can keep informed of playgroup events or any changes to the schedule. Anyone 

who cares for pre-school aged children is welcome to attend.  

GOSPEL REFLECTIONS LENTEN PROGRAMME Our weekly Sunday Gospel Reflections group continues to meet each 
Thursday morning in the PACE Meeting Room after morning Mass. During Lent the group will follow the Garrat Lenten 

Program ‘Living in Harmony.’ Any interested parishioners are invited to attend and should purchase a copy of the program 
(available from the parish office.) 

GARRATT PUBLISHING LENTEN PROGRAM ‘LIVING IN HARMONY’: NEW COPIES HAVE ARRIVED This year the 
Garratt Lenten program, features the writings of Joan Chittister, Paul Creevey, Andy Hamilton, Gerard Moore, Paul Rowse 
and Debra Snoddy. They open up the Sunday readings and provide us with probing questions – uniting these insights in 
2024 to build a vital and dynamic response of Christian harmony. We have a limited number of copies of ‘Living in Harmony’ 
available to purchase for $7 during office hours.  

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PROGRAMME The first Religious Education Sacramental Programme for 2024 will begin on 
Sunday 3 March for the Sacrament of First Reconciliation taking place in late March at both St Therese’s and OLN. The 
programme for First Reconciliation begins on Sunday 3 March and concludes with the Reconciliation Service on Wednesday 
27 March. Enrolments for this first programme close on Friday 23 February. For more details visit our website here: 
https://www.stthereses.org.au/sacraments/sacramental-programme/ 

 

MINISTRY ROSTER FOR WEEKEND 24 & 25 FEBRUARY (WEEK 4) 

MASS READERS EUCHARIST 

OLN 5:00pm Michael Balia Georgina Kucera 

OLN 10:00am Adrian Commadeur Michael Portelli 

St Therese’s 6.00pm Tric Joseph & Tony Proctor Joe Fittipaldi & Trish Giacomin 

St Therese’s 9.00am Bruce White & Christine Nelson Marg Tormey & Mick O’Brien 

St Therese’s 10.30am Jim Maderazo & Lanelle Eid Marita Hassed-Dunne & Miriam Gandolfo 

LINKS FOR SUNDAY READINGS RESOURCES 

Adults: https://sundayreadingsathomeyearb.weebly.com/th4g0h3lw.html 
Children: https://www.yearbprayingwithchildren.org/s4m3j3l0 

 

APPEAL DATES 2024 

DATE COLLECTION AGENCY/CHARITY 

14 February – 28 March Lent – Project Compassion Caritas Australia 

29 March Good Friday – Holy Places Holy Land Commissariat 

4 & 5 May CatholicCare – Sunday Appeal CatholicCare 

2 June – 28 July Propagation of the Faith Catholic Missions 

1 & 2 June Vinnies Winter Appeal SVDP Society Essendon Conference 

29 & 30 June Peter’s Pence (Intentions of the Holy Father) Holy See 

17 & 18 August The Archbishop’s Campaign Various as directed by the Archbishop 

19 & 20 October World Mission Sunday Catholic Missions 

9 & 10 November Pastoral Care Appeal – Prison Ministry Sunday CatholicCare 

mailto:stthereses.tinyts@gmail.com
https://www.stthereses.org.au/sacraments/sacramental-programme/
https://sundayreadingsathomeyearb.weebly.com/th4g0h3lw.html
https://www.yearbprayingwithchildren.org/s4m3j3l0
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Sunday 18 February Parish Baptism Welcoming Mass at St Therese’s 10:30am 

Monday 19 February Statue of Our Lady moves to the Sequeira family  

Wednesday 21 February Men’s Coffee Group at Lincoln Food Store (105 Lincoln Rd) 10:45am 

Thursday 22 February 
Tiny Ts Playgroup in PACE Function Room 
Gospel reflections group in PACE meeting room 

9:30am 
10:30am 

Friday 23 February 
Enrolments close for First Reconciliation RE Programme 
Stations of the Cross at St Therese’s 

 
3:00pm 

Sunday 25 February Parish Baptisms at St Therese’s 12:00pm 

Monday 26 February Statue of Our Lady moves to the DeLorenzo family  

Thursday 29 February 
Tiny Ts Playgroup in PACE Function Room 
Gospel reflections group in PACE meeting room 

9:30am 
10:30am 

Friday 1 March Stations of the Cross at St Therese’s 3:00pm 

Saturday 2 March Kids at Mass at St Therese’s 6:00pm 

Sunday 3 March First Reconciliation RE Programme session 1 in PACE 9:30am 

Monday 4 March Statue of Our Lady moves to the Musquitta family  

Wednesday 6 March Men’s Coffee Group at Lincoln Food Store (105 Lincoln Rd) 10:45am 

Thursday 7 March 
Tiny Ts Playgroup in PACE Function Room 
Gospel reflections group in PACE meeting room 

9:30am 
10:30am 

Friday 8 March 
International Women’s Day 
School Mass for Preps and Grade Ones at St Therese’s 
Stations of the Cross at St Therese’s 

 
10:00am 
3:00pm 

Monday 11 March 
Labour Day Public Holiday: parish office closed 
Statue of Our Lady moves to the Xerri family 

 

Tuesday 12 March Mass at Raelene Boyle Village  11:00am 

Thursday 14 March 
Tiny Ts Playgroup in PACE Function Room 
Gospel reflections group in PACE meeting room 

9:30am 
10:30am 

Friday 15 March Stations of the Cross at St Therese’s 3:00pm 

Sunday 17 March 
First Reconciliation RE Programme session 2 in PACE 
Parish Baptism Welcoming Mass at St Therese’s 

9:30am 
10:30am 

Monday 18 March Statue of Our Lady moves to the Moreno family  

Wednesday 20 March 
Men’s Coffee Group at Lincoln Food Store (105 Lincoln Rd) 

Faith Night for First Reconciliation at St Therese’s 

10:45am 

6:45pm 

Thursday 21 March 

No Tiny Ts Playgroup & No Gospel Reflections Group 

Anointing Mass at St Therese’s 
Morning tea in PACE hosted by the SFG 

 

10:00am 
10:30am (after Mass) 

Friday 22 March Stations of the Cross at St Therese’s 3:00pm 

Weekend 23 & 24 March 
Students present at Mass as candidates for the Sacrament 
of First Reconciliation at St Therese’s 

All Masses 

PARISH PRIEST Fr John Hannon  

Office Telephone: 9401 6330 After Hours: 0490 956 610 Office address: 48a Lincoln Rd, Essendon 
Office hours: Monday to Friday 9:00am to 3:00pm 

To subscribe to our newsletter go to: 

https://www.melbcatholic.org/s/subscription?id=0012w00000LOj4wAAD&req=subscribe 

ST THERESE’S CHURCH 
48a Lincoln Rd, Essendon 

Office email: essendon@cam.org.au Website: www.stthereses.org.au 

Weekday Masses: Tuesday to Friday 10:00am 
Weekend Masses: Saturday 6:00pm, Sunday 9:00am, Sunday 10:30am 

Reconciliation: Saturday 5:45pm  
School: email info@stessendon.catholic.edu.au phone 9374 6100 

OUR LADY OF THE NATIVITY CHURCH 
31 Fawkner St, Aberfeldie 

Office email: essendonwest@cam.org.au Website: http://pol.org.au/essendonwest/Home.aspx 
Weekend Masses: Saturday 5:00pm, Sunday 10:00am  

School: email principal@olnaberfeldie.catholic.edu.au phone 9337 4204 

St Vincent de Paul helpline: 1800 305 330 WEEKDAYS 10:00am–3:00pm 
 

Our Parishes are committed to the safety, wellbeing and dignity of all children and vulnerable adults.  

We acknowledge the Traditional Owners of Country of the land on which our churches stand and recognize their continuing 
connection to land, waters and community. We pay our respects to them and to Elders past, present and emerging. 
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