
St Therese’s Parish Essendon 
3 & 4 December 2022 

Second Sunday of Advent – Year A 
St Therese’s Centenary Year 1922 – 2022 

First Reading Is 11:1-10 A reading from the prophet Isaiah 

He judges the poor with justice.  

A shoot springs from the stock of Jesse, a scion thrusts from his roots: on him the spirit of the Lord rests, a spirit of wisdom 
and insight, a spirit of counsel and power, a spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord. (The fear of the Lord is his 
breath.) He does not judge by appearances, he gives no verdict on hearsay, but judges the wretched with integrity, and 
with equity gives a verdict for the poor of the land. His word is a rod that strikes the ruthless, his sentences bring death 
to the wicked. Integrity is the loincloth round his waist, faithfulness the belt about his hips. The wolf lives with the lamb, 
the panther lies down with the kid, calf and lion cub feed together with a little boy to lead them. The cow and the bear 

make friends, their young lie down together. The lion eats straw like the ox. The infant plays over the cobra's hole; into 
the viper's lair the young child puts his hand. They do no hurt, no harm, on all my holy mountain, for the country is filled 
with the knowledge of the Lord as the waters swell the sea. That day, the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the 
peoples. It will be sought out by the nations and its home will be glorious. 

Gospel Mt 3:1-12 A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand. 

In due course John the Baptist appeared; he preached in the wilderness of Judaea and this was his message: ‘Repent, for 
the kingdom of heaven is close at hand.’ This was the man the prophet Isaiah spoke of when he said: 

A voice cries in the wilderness: Prepare a way for the Lord, make his paths straight. 

This man John wore a garment made of camel-hair with a leather belt round his waist, and his food was locusts and wild 
honey. Then Jerusalem and all Judaea and the whole Jordan district made their way to him, and as they were baptised by 
him in the river Jordan they confessed their sins. But when he saw a number of Pharisees and Sadducees coming for 
baptism he said to them, ‘Brood of vipers, who warned you to fly from the retribution that is coming? But if you are 

repentant, produce the appropriate fruit, and do not presume to tell yourselves, “We have Abraham for our father,” 
because, I tell you, God can raise children for Abraham from these stones. Even now the axe is laid to the roots of the 
trees, so that any tree which fails to produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown on the fire. I baptise you in water for 

repentance, but the one who follows me is more powerful than I am, and I am not fit to carry his sandals; he will baptise 
you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing-fan is in his hand; he will clear his threshing-floor and gather his wheat 
into the barn; but the chaff he will burn in a fire that will never go out.’’ 

 

INTERCESSIONS  

Dear friends, with repentance in our hearts, let us bring our prayers before the Lord.  
We pray for those who are ill, especially Kath Maslin, Pat O’Dwyer and Denis O’Sullivan. 

We pray for those who have died recently especially Keith Valladares, Grant Swift, Alistair Blackman, Kieran O’Brien and 
for those we remember at this time, especially Jack Sexton, Leon Morel, Kathleen Moloney, Frank Camiller, Michael Hurst, 
Rita Cassar and Frank Lardieri. 

Loving God, through Christ we are given the hope of Salvation. Hear our prayers, and help us in our prayer and penance 
as we wait to welcome Christ the Saviour. We ask this through Christ our Lord. AMEN 

 

ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS AT ST THERESE’S We would love parishioners to light the candles on 
the Advent wreath during the season. If you would like to be involved please add your name and 
contact details to the sign up sheets on church entry tables. It’s not too late! Where there are gaps in 

the roster, we’ll be looking for volunteers on the spot at our weekend Masses, so if you’re here and 
are willing to help, please do so.  

CHRISTMAS MASS PARTICIPATION We also now turn our attention to preparations for Christmas. 
We have clipboards on entry tables looking for participants at our Christmas Masses. If you can assist 
with Eucharistic ministry, collectors duties or AV please add your name and contact number to the 
sign up sheets.  

CHRISTMAS CARDS AND 2023 CALENDARS Our SVDP conference are selling Christmas Cards & 
Columban Calendars at the back of the Church after each weekend Mass. (PLEASE NOTE PRICE OF 
CARDS PUBLISHED LAST WEEK WAS INCORRECT), Cards: pack of 5 for $3.00 Calendars $9.00 each. 

ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS SERVICES Please take a postcard from the entry tables showing the 
scheduling for our Advent Communal Reconciliation and our Christmas Masses.  

ADVENT COMMUNAL RECONCILIATION Our annual Advent reconciliation service will be held on 
Tuesday 20 December at 7:00pm.  

VOLUNTEERS CHRISTMAS FUNCTION Our annual volunteers gathering, to be held on Tuesday 20 
December at 8:00pm following on from our Communal Reconciliation Service. 
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Sunday 4 December Second Sunday of Advent Year A  

Tuesday 6 December Parish Leadership Team Meeting 7:30pm 

Thursday 8 December Senior Friendship Group Christmas Lunch 12:00pm 

Sunday 11 December 
Third Sunday of Advent Year A 

Welcoming Mass for Baptism families 

 

10:30am 

Friday 16 December 
End of year school Mass 

School term 4 concludes 

10:00am 

3:30pm 

Saturday 17 December Parish Christmas working bee – church and gardens 9:00am to 11:00am 

Sunday 18 December 
Fourth Sunday of Advent Year A 
Men’s choir singing at Mass 
Parish Baptisms 

 
10.30am 
12:00pm 

Tuesday 20 December 
Communal reconciliation Mass 
Parish Volunteers Christmas Function in PACE 

7:00pm 
8:00pm to 9:30pm 

Thursday 22 December Parish office closes for Christmas break 3:00pm 

Saturday 24 December Christmas Eve – see postcards on entry tables for Mass times  

Sunday 25 December 
Christmas Day 
Mass 

 
10:00am 

Monday 26 December Boxing Day – No Mass  

Tuesday 27 December 
Christmas Day public holiday 
Mass 

 
10:00am 

Office Telephone: 9401 6330 After Hours: 0490 956 610 

Office email: essendon@cam.org.au Website: www.stthereses.org.au 
School: email info@stessendon.catholic.edu.au phone 9374 6100 

St Vincent de Paul helpline: 1800 305 330 WEEKDAYS 10:00am–3:00pm 

Weekday Masses: Tuesday to Friday 10:00am 
Weekend Masses: Saturday 6:00pm, Sunday 9:00am, Sunday 10:30am 

Mass online: click here Reconciliation: Saturday 5:45pm 

Our Centenary Mass:  https://www.stthereses.org.au/latestmassathome/ 

St Therese’s Parish is committed to the safety, wellbeing and dignity of all children and vulnerable adults. 

We acknowledge the Traditional Owners of Country of the land on which our church stands and recognize their continuing 
connection to land, waters and community. We pay our respects to them and to Elders past, present and emerging. 
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CAROLS IN QUEENS PARK IS BACK! 
Celebrate the most wonderful time of the year with a free evening of 
carols, children’s activities and festive cheer in Queens Park. Gather 
your family and friends, pack a picnic and experience the magic of the 
festive season with some of your favourite carols! 
Candles, food and refreshments will all be available for purchase. 
From 5pm on Saturday, 10 December 
Queens Park, Moonee Ponds 
Info: whatsonmooneevalley.com.au/carols or call 9243 8888 

We look forward to the next performance of 
the St Therese's Men’s Choir  who will be 
singing at the 10.30am Mass on Sunday 18 
December.   
Please ring Mick O'Brien on 0403 105 301 if you 
would like to be part of the Choir. 
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CENTENARY GAZETTE 
St Therese’s Parish 1922-2022 

A Faith Community Where Everyone is Welcome   

March 1967 



CENTENARY GAZETTE 
St Therese’s Parish 1922-2022 

A Faith Community Where Everyone is Welcome   

October 1967 






