
St Therese’s Parish Essendon 
26 & 27 November 2022 

First Sunday of Advent – Year A 
St Therese’s Centenary Year 1922 – 2022 

First Reading Is 2:1-5 A reading from the prophet Isaiah 
The Lord will gather all nations in eternal peace in the kingdom of God.  
The vision of Isaiah son of Amoz, concerning Judah and Jerusalem. In the days to come the mountain of the Temple of the 
Lord shall tower above the mountains and be lifted higher than the hills. All the nations will stream to it, peoples without 
number will come to it; and they will say:  ‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the Temple of the God 
of Jacob that he may teach us his ways so that we may walk in his paths; since the Law will go out from Zion, and the 
oracle of the Lord from Jerusalem.’ He will wield authority over the nations and adjudicate between many peoples; these 
will hammer their swords into ploughshares, their spears into sickles. Nation will not lift sword against nation, there will 
be no more training for war. O House of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the Lord. 

Gospel Mt 24:37-44 A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 
Stay awake, you must be ready. 
Jesus said to his disciples: ‘As it was in Noah’s day, so will it be when the Son of Man comes. For in those days before the 
Flood people were eating, drinking, taking wives, taking husbands, right up to the day Noah went into the ark, and they 
suspected nothing till the Flood came and swept all away. It will be like this when the Son of Man comes. Then of two men 
in the fields one is taken, one left; of two women at the millstone grinding, one is taken, one left. 
‘So stay awake, because you do not know the day when your master is coming. You may be quite sure of this that if the 
householder had known at what time of the night the burglar would come, he would have stayed awake and would not 
have allowed anyone to break through the wall of his house. Therefore, you too must stand ready because the Son of Man 
is coming at an hour you do not expect.’ 

 
INTERCESSIONS  
Friends, as we enter this time of waiting, let us bring our intentions before God. 
We pray for the bishops of the Church:  may they be strengthened to bring the truth of Christ’s message to our world 
We pray for peace in our world, where-ever there is conflict: may all refugees and their families find a home which brings 
joy. 
We pray for all those affected by Covid 19: may they receive the support they need from us, their broader community  
We pray for all those who find this season of Advent a painful and lonely time. 
We pray that the poor and the lonely will know God loves them by the way in which our community cares for them. 
We pray for families: may they remain a beacon of God’s love for us all. 
We pray for those who are ill, especially Kath Maslin, Andrew Churchill, Pat O’Dwyer and Timothy O’Riley 
We pray for those who have died recently especially Noel Dunne; We pray for those we remember at this time, especially 
James Bergin, Margaret Bergin, Rupert Gilmore, Mary Gilmore, Brian Bergin, Pat Meli, Maria Dimasi, Terry Daffey, 
Giuseppina Giampiccolo, Maria Vitiello,  Liz Costigan, Pasqualina Martino and Veronica Fewster. 
Faithful God, hear our prayers that we may be ready to meet the coming of your new day. AMEN 

 
CENTENARY FAIR DONATION DAY THIS SUNDAY 27 NOVEMBER In PACE after 10:30am Mass we’re accepting 
second-hand books, glass jars, fun/student related stationery, low value gift cards and Mystery bottles (eg: wine, 
champagne, olive oil, sparkling water, jars full of wrapped lollies) If you can’t attend at 11:15am the you can drop donations 
to the parish office. There is a four page newsletter on our side tables (purple) outlining the requests from the Fair 
Committee. Please take one and reach out if you can assist. 

ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS AT ST THERESE’S This weekend we enter the Season of Advent. We would 
love parishioners to light the candles on the Advent wreath at Masses throughout the season. If you would 
like to be involved please add your name and contact details to the sign-up sheets on church entry tables. 
We’ll be looking for volunteers on the spot at our weekend Masses, so please step up if needed. 
CHRISTMAS MASS PARTICIPATION Now that we’ve entered Advent we turn our attention to preparations 
for Christmas. We have clipboards on entry tables looking for participants at our Christmas Masses. If you 
can assist with Eucharistic ministry, collector duties or AV please add your name and contact number to the 
sign-up sheets.  
COLUMBAN CHRISTMAS CARDS AND 2023 CALENDARS OUR SVDP conference are Selling Christmas 
Cards & Columban Calendars at the back of the Church after each weekend Mass. Cards: pack of 8 for $5.00, 
Calendars $9.00 each. 
ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS SERVICES Please take a postcard from the entry tables showing the dates and 
times for our Advent Communal Reconciliation and our Christmas Masses.  



ADVENT COMMUNAL RECONCILIATION Our annual Advent reconciliation service will be held on Tuesday 
20 December at 7:00pm.  
VOLUNTEERS CHRISTMAS FUNCTION We look forward to the return of our annual volunteers gathering, 
to be held on Tuesday 20 December at 8:00pm following on from our Communal Reconciliation Service. 
PARISH CHRISTMAS WORKING BEE On Saturday 17 December we’ll hold our annual working bee for 
cleaning up before our Christmas celebrations. It’s a wonderful opportunity to get our church and surrounds 
looking their best for the large crowds at our Christmas Eve Masses. If you are ready, willing and able to 
help out please come along on the Saturday morning with your own cleaning or gardening equipment. There 
will be jobs to do both inside and out and any time you can spare would be greatly appreciated. The working 
bee will begin at 9:00am and conclude at 11:00am. 
GIVING TREE The Giving Tree will be up in the church from 1 December and our SVDP conference are 
asking parishioners to donate gift cards for purchase of food and other necessities. Some examples are Coles 
Xpress fuel cards (value $20-$30) or Coles/Woolworths food cards of any value. You can drop gift cards the 
collection plates at Mass, or in the parish office drop box. 

THANKYOU ST THERESE’S FROM SVDP A big THANK YOU from our SVDP conference for the generosity of our parish 
community. This year we raised $15,576 for the SVDP Winter Appeal. Your generous support as always, is gratefully 
appreciated. We look forward now to our annual Christmas Giving Appeal. 

THANK YOU GARDEN GROUP! A big effort was made this week by volunteers in our gardening group to weed the garden 
beds and dead head the roses. It’s a BIG garden and the team are doing a wonderful job keeping the grounds ship shape. 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY ASSISTING REFUGEE STUDENTS Mercy Connect Melbourne is currently recruiting 
volunteers to support Refugee Students and Asylum Seekers in schools across Melbourne. The commitment is approx half 
a day per week for 4 school terms. Experience working in an educational setting is preferred but not essential. Please 
contact Sr. Mary Lewis RSM for an application form and further information: somml@bigpond.com or 9326 1895 

NOVEMBER OFFERING Envelopes for November Masses are on the entry tables. Completed envelopes can 
be given directly to Fr John, dropped at the office or put in collection plates. We will prayerfully remember 
loved ones who have died at all Masses throughout November. 

CHURCH MAINTENANCE AND REPAIRS There’s a bit of activity around the church this week with repairs being made 
to damage caused by recent wild weather. High winds took one of the metal and glass lamps off the wall at the main 
entrance. We now have both lamps down and they will be repaired and reinstalled at a later date. We lost some flashing 
from the roof this week which fell to the ground. This will be made safe ASAP. In the meantime the area is cordoned off. 
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Sunday 27 November First Sunday of Advent Year A 
Parish Baptisms 

 
12:00pm 

Sunday 4 December Second Sunday of Advent Year A  
Tuesday 6 December Parish Leadership Team Meeting 7:30pm 
Thursday 8 December Senior Friendship Group Christmas Lunch 12:00pm 

Sunday 11 December Third Sunday of Advent Year A 
Welcoming Mass for Baptism families 

 
10:30am 

Friday 16 December End of year school Mass 
School term 4 concludes 

10:00am 
3:30pm 

Saturday 17 December Parish Christmas working bee – church and gardens 9:00am to 11:00am 

Sunday 18 December 
Fourth Sunday of Advent Year A 
Men’s choir singing at Mass 
Parish Baptisms 

 
10.30am 
12:00pm 

Tuesday 20 December Communal reconciliation Mass 
Parish Volunteers Christmas Function in PACE 

7:00pm 
8:00pm to 9:30pm 

Thursday 22 December Parish office closes for Christmas break 3:00pm 
Saturday 24 December Christmas Eve  

Sunday 25 December Christmas Day 
Mass  

Monday 26 December Boxing Day – No Mass  
Tuesday 27 December Christmas Day public holiday  

Office Telephone: 9401 6330 After Hours: 0490 956 610 
Office email: essendon@cam.org.au Website: www.stthereses.org.au 

School: email info@stessendon.catholic.edu.au phone 9374 6100 

St Vincent de Paul helpline: 1800 305 330 WEEKDAYS 10:00am–3:00pm 

Weekday Masses: Tuesday to Friday 10:00am 
Weekend Masses: Saturday 6:00pm, Sunday 9:00am, Sunday 10:30am 

Mass online: click here Reconciliation: Saturday 5:45pm 

Our Centenary Mass:  https://www.stthereses.org.au/latestmassathome/ 

St Therese’s Parish is committed to the safety, wellbeing and dignity of all children and vulnerable adults. 
We acknowledge the Traditional Owners of Country of the land on which our church stands and recognize their continuing 

connection to land, waters and community. We pay our respects to them and to Elders past, present and emerging. 
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CENTENARY GAZETTE 
St Therese’s Parish 1922-2022 

A Faith Community Where Everyone is Welcome   

August 1966 



CENTENARY GAZETTE 
St Therese’s Parish 1922-2022 

A Faith Community Where Everyone is Welcome   

September 1966 



© Creative Ministry Resources

During Advent we can prepare for  
the arrival of Jesus by helping others. 

Draw a picture of yourself helping 
another person.

1st Sunday of Advent - Year A Matthew 24:37-44
My name is

Stay  Awake !  BeStay  Awake !  Be    Ready !Ready !

Help Noah and the animals find their way onto the ark so they can be ready for the flood when it comes.



St Therese's Centenary Magazine 
To commemorate our Centenary we are putting together the

 

 "St Therese's Centenary Magazine"
 

Our magazine will be a collection of family recipes, lifestyle
tips, gardening tips, interesting stories/photos your family

recall about their time at St Therese's. 
 

We are looking for the following information:
 

*Favourite Family Recipes - recipes you & your family love,
ones mum cooks every Sunday and you don't want to miss

 

*Kids Recipes - recipes the children have cooked with their
grandparents or recipes they enjoy preparing for the whole

family
 

*Dinner Party & Entertaining suggestions & tips - table
styling ideas, what makes for a great dinner party

 

*Gardening Tips & Inspiration - what to plant when, the
best plants for shady corners in the garden, which plants are

best for sunny spots, mulching do's & don'ts
 

*Home Styling tips - how to style small spaces, what makes
a room inviting, kids room inspiration, setting up a study

area
 

*Health & Fitness tips - mediation suggestions, mediation
music, best walking tracks in our area, what's on your

running playlist
 

*St T's Stories - perhaps you had a teacher who made an
impact on your life, is there a St T's event you will always

remember, did someone within our community help you in
some way

 



Our Centenary Fair is largely dependent on donations
from our community & our first Parish donation day will

be held on:
 

When: Sunday, 27th November 
Time: 11:15am to 1:15pm

Where: PACE
 

 

Donations we are looking for include: 
 

2nd hand books

Glass jars 

Fun/student related stationery

Low value gift cards 

Mystery bottles 

(eg: wine, champagne, olive oil, sparkling water, jars full

of wrapped lollies) 
 
 
 
 

DON'T FORGET...
We will be holding a Plant Stall, so please start growing
your seedlings! We will be collecting you plants closer to

the Centenary Fair date. 
 

 

All information included in our magazine will be provided
by the families of St Therese's Parish and although we
want to include everyone's tips/recipes/stories, due to

printing restrictions, we can only include those who have
their information to us quickly. Don't miss out!

Email the Centenary Fair Committee with your input
stscentenaryfair@gmail.com

Please note: all recipes/tips/stories/photos are required
to be in Word format. 

donation day 



As part of our Centenary Fair we will be holding both a
Live and a Silent Auction. 

We are seeking the following donations for our auctions:
**  Travel & Accommodation packages

**  Experiences (dining/movies/family fun)
**  Sporting Memorabilia

**  One-on-One services/sporting sessions
** Sporting Memberships

**  Health & Beauty Treatments
**  In-home Dinner Party experiences

**  Home Cleaning or Maintenance Packages
 

Donating goods or services to our Auctions is a great
way to promote your business or just be part of our

Centenary Celebrations. 
All goods and/or services donated to our auctions will be

appropriately acknowledged.
If you would like to donate to our Auctions please

contact the Centenary Fair Committee
stscentenaryfair@gmail.com.

 LIVE & silent auction 

 follow us.....
Our social media pages are ready for you to follow and keep up-
to-date with all things Centenary Fair. Let your family & friends

know as well:

 facebook.com/StTheresesCentenaryFair

@stthereses_centenaryfair

http://facebook.com/StTheresesCentenaryFair
http://facebook.com/StTheresesCentenaryFair


Sponsorship 
There are a few sponsorship packages remaining. If
you would like further information regarding these
packages or to sponsor our Fair, please contact the

Centenary Fair Committee
stscentenaryfair@gmail.com 

 

All support will be acknowledged according to the
sponsorship package selected.

Do you have one of the following businesses or know
someone who does?

** Audio Visual equipment & services
**  Security

**  OH & S Consulting
**  Printing

We are looking for assistance from these type of
businesses. 

As always, any donated goods/services will be
promoted accordingly. 

  

If you would like be part of the Centenary Fair, please
contact us at stscentenaryfair@gmail.com

Wanted! Can You Help? 

The St Therese's Centenary Fair is proudly
supported by:


