
St Therese’s Parish Essendon 
13 and 14 November 2021 

Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time Year B 
World Day of the Poor 

First Reading Dn 12:1-3 A reading from the prophet Daniel 

When that time comes your own people will be spared. 

‘At that time Michael will stand up, the great prince who mounts guard over your people. There is going 

to be a time of great distress, unparalleled since nations first came into existence. When that time comes, 

your own people will be spared, all those whose names are found written in the Book. Of those who lie 

sleeping in the dust of the earth many will awake, some to everlasting life, some to shame and everlasting 

disgrace. The learned will shine as brightly as the vault of heaven, and those who have instructed many 

in virtue, as bright as stars for all eternity.’ 

Gospel Mk 13:24-32 A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark 

He shall gather his elect from the four winds. 

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘In those days, after the time of distress, the sun will be darkened, the moon 

will lose its brightness, the stars will come falling from heaven and the powers in the heavens will be 

shaken. And then they will see the Son of Man coming in the clouds with great power and glory; then 

too he will send the angels to gather his chosen from the four winds, from the ends of the world to the 

ends of heaven. 

‘Take the fig tree as a parable: as soon as its twigs grow supple and its leaves come out, you know that 

summer is near. So with you, when you see these things happening: know that he is near, at the very 

gates. I tell you solemnly, before this generation has passed away all these things will have taken place. 

Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 

‘But as for that day or hour, nobody knows it, neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son; no one but the 

Father.’ 

 

Although this is not the last Sunday of the liturgical year, the major theme found in the 

readings is the end of time. The events that will usher in and will take place during this 

time are described in apocalyptic terms. The struggles of life will culminate in a massive 

cosmic confrontation between the forces of good and those of evil. This last battle will be 

universal in scope, just like the first primordial conflict between chaos and God. 

In some way, all of today’s readings state that good will finally prevail over evil. In the 

last days Michael, the angelic warrior of God, will rise up. In the epistle, Christ is pictured 

seated triumphantly at the right hand of God with his enemies under his foot, a sign of 

conquest. Finally, in the gospel, the Son of Man, the mysterious figure from apocalyptic 

literature, comes in the clouds with great power and glory. All of these images are 

apocalyptic; each of them is quite hopeful. 

We read these stories at the close of the liturgical year, because we are coming to the 

conclusion of our yearly telling of the story of salvation. However, apocalyptic images are 

timely whenever we find ourselves in the throes of the battle with evil and it appears that 

we will succumb. These forms will remind us that good will be able to withstand evil. From 

this we will conclude that we need only trust in God.  © Dianne Bergant CSA 

 

Recent experiences in Europe and North America have shown how life can be disrupted 

and endangered by blackouts in cities. Power failures can be seriously scary! Jesus 

describes the beginning of the end times in terms of a vast blackout: the sun and moon 

are darkened and the stars have fallen from the sky. But this threatening situation is also 

full of promise because the changes herald the coming of the kingdom, of God's basileia, 

and the arrival of a new order. It is up to us to read the signs of the times and be prepared. 

 Reflection by Artist © Jenny Close 



INTERCESSIONS 13 and 14 November 2021 

Brothers and sisters, alert to our needs and the needs of the world let us bring our prayers before the 

God of all. 

That the Church, entrusted with God’s kingdom on earth, will work with creativity and zeal.  Lord, hear 

us 

As we come out of lockdown and into an opening up of our workplaces and social environments, may we 

all have patience and understanding whilst we negotiate this pathway to our new normal. Lord, hear 

us. 

For all who are poor, that they will have food, water, housing, education, and the means to live fully 

dignified and meaningful lives. Lord, hear us. 

For the bereaved, whether their loss was recent or many years ago, that in this month of remembrance 

they may find healing and peace. Lord, hear us. 

We pray for our school and parish families who are in isolation due to covid exposure. Lord, hear us. 

For those who suffer, in body, mind or spirit, that God’s powerful presence may help them to stand firm. 

Lord hear us. 

We pray for those who are ill. Liz Costigan, Cas Lukakas Lord, hear us. 

We pray for our own special needs.  Lord, hear us. 

We pray for those who have died recently:  
And for those whom we remember at this time, especially: Lucy Kavanagh, Giles Anthonipillai, Calistus 

Anthonipillai, Bernie O'Brien, Patrick Clifford, Val Lee, Frances Sweeney,  Lord, hear us. 

Generous God, you lavish us with gifts so that we may work for the coming of your reign. Hear these 

prayers and help us to remain faithful to your word. We make this prayer through Christ our Lord.  

AMEN 

 

THIS SUNDAY IS THE FIFTH WORLD DAY OF THE POOR, initiated by Pope Francis in 2017 with the 

theme of “let us love, not with words but with deeds.” The Christian is called to follow the example of 

Jesus in loving God and neighbour, especially the most vulnerable. Pope Francis reminds us, “If we truly 

wish to encounter Christ, we have to touch his body in the suffering bodies of the poor.” Developing a 

culture of encounter is a key theme for Pope Francis and an essential counter witness to what he describes 

as a culture of waste and indifference, a culture that casts aside human beings who are not considered 

to be productive or useful. 

The theme for this year’s World Day of the Poor is “for the poor you have always with you” from the 

words of Jesus at the Anointing in Bethany just before his Passion. In Mark’s account Jesus says that we 

can show kindness to the poor whenever we wish. In John’s account, the main objection to the use of 

costly perfume to anoint Jesus comes from Judas, but John makes clear that Judas had no love for the 

poor, but was a thief. He stole from the common purse. His words said one thing, his actions another. 

The Christian tradition is realistic about human beings. We are good, but flawed, wounded by sin. We do 

not believe in utopia in this life. There will always be poverty and injustice of some kind, but we are 

called to reduce its impact wherever we can. 

The Pope goes on to say that the encounter with the poor is more than just charity, or acts of 

benevolence, important as they are. Our encounter with the poor should be a genuine sharing, an 

establishment of community, a desire to get to know those who may have been invisible to us. Pope 

Francis, in his other writings, pushes us further. It is not enough to work for the relief of poverty. In 

Fratelli Tutti, we are called upon to challenge the structural causes of poverty. In our society there is 

widespread injustice, many people who do not have what is their due, what they need to live a dignified 

and fulfilled life, and many people who have far more than they need. This is not a natural state of affairs, 

but the result of policy, which means it can be changed. 

Poverty comes in many guises. We do not always see the desperate material poverty which is evident in 

other countries, but it is there. In our society, we have people who experience the poverty of isolation 

and loneliness, homelessness, modern day slavery, trafficking, relational poverty, the experience of being 

abused or the victim of violence. These circumstances are often drivers of material poverty, or the result 

of material poverty. The Gospel calls us to a conversion of heart and this conversion, as Pope Francis 

says in this year’s message for the World Day of the Poor, “consists primarily in opening our hearts to 

recognizing the many different forms of poverty and manifesting the Kingdom of God through a lifestyle 

consistent with the faith we profess.” 

Our society has been shaken by a global pandemic. The poverty which existed in our communities has 

been exposed and the hardest hit are those who were in poverty before the pandemic. Other types of 

poverty are on the increase, such as mental ill-health, domestic violence, food poverty. From its entry 

onto the world stage in Jerusalem 2,000 years ago, the Christian community was known for its service 

to the poor which is needed now more than ever. The world is looking for hope.   

 Raymond Friel, CEO, Caritas Social Action Network (UK)  



OPENING UP 

 Under the updated Roadmap to Reopening we will be open to 150 attendees until 24 November when 

the attendance limits will be removed. (See the Roadmap later in the bulletin.)  

 School First Eucharist Masses are booked for 26, 27 and 28 November. All Sacrament Masses except 

the Friday 6:00pm First Eucharist Mass are now open to the public under the opening of the 

vaccinated economy.  

 The date for our RE Programme Eucharist Mass is Sunday 5 December at 10.30am. This Mass is also 

open to the public. 

 Online Mass will continue to be recorded on weekends until restrictions ease further. 

VACCINATION REQUIREMENTS  

St Therese’s will be adhering to CHO directives on double-dosed vaccination requirements so that we can 

welcome the maximum number of people back to a safe environment in our church. 

 All parish office staff are required to be double-dose vaccinated in order to return to work in the 

parish office.  

 All volunteers are required to be fully vaccinated in order to attend Masses and continue their 

ministry. 

 All Mass attendees over the age of 16 are required to be fully vaccinated.  
 

BOOKING AND CHECKING IN 

 With 150 people allowed at Masses there is no need to book for our usual 

weekday and weekend Masses. 

 All attendees are still required to check in using the Service Victoria QR codes 

in our church. 

 All attendees will be required to show proof of double-dose vaccination so 

please bring along your printed or digital certificate. 

 If you cannot prove your vaccination status, you will not be allowed to attend 

Mass. 

 

 

MASSES FOR PERSONS OF UNKNOWN VACCINATION STATUS: We trialled holding a Mass for 

persons of undisclosed vaccination status this past Tuesday. As it turned out, all who attended were fully-

vaccinated and our number of attendees was significantly lower than is usual. We have therefore decided 

to suspend these Masses so as not to exclude our regular Mass goers.  

Some local parishes and St Patrick’s Cathedral are holding regular Masses for persons of unknown 

vaccination status.  

 

  

PARISH DATES 

Saturday 27 November First Eucharist Mass 4C (public Mass) 6:00pm 

Sunday 28 November 
Parish Mass  

First Eucharist Mass 4GG (public Mass) 

9:00am 

10:30am 

Saturday 4 December Melbourne Catholic Mission annual appeal  

Sunday 5 December  
Melbourne Catholic Mission annual appeal 

First Eucharist Mass RE candidates (public Mass) 

All Masses 

10:30am 

Wednesday 15 December St Therese’s School End of Year Mass 12:00pm 

Thursday 16 December Christmas Mass at Arcadia 11:00am 

Tuesday 18 December  
Communal Reconciliation Mass 

St Therese’s Volunteers Function 

7:00pm 

8:00pm – 10:00pm 

CALENDAR WILL BE UPDATED REGULARLY 



BOOK OF REMEMBRANCE Our perpetual Book of Remembrance has now 

been printed and is available for viewing in our church. It will remain in 

place in front of the lectern for the month of November. 

NOVEMBER OFFERING: Envelopes for November Masses are now 

available on all entry tables. The envelopes can be placed in the collection 

plates or placed in the drop box beside the parish office front door. Fr John 

will remember our deceased friends and family at all Masses in November.  

 

ON SALE NOW – ST VINCENT DE PAUL: Selling Christmas Cards & Columban Calendars at the back 

of the Church after each weekend Mass. Cards: pack of 8 for $5.00, Calendars $9.00 each. 
 

FOR SALE ON ENTRY TABLES: The Far East $1.50 

CENTENARY CELEBRATIONS. Our Parish was formed on 8 August 1922 with the first Church/School 

building in the Parish ready for use in March 1923.  The opening day of the school was 9 April 1923. The 

Parish Leadership Team has agreed to the celebration of our Parish Centenary from 1 July 2022 to 30 

June 2023.  This period covers the establishment of the Parish and the Parish School.  The later start 

also gives more time for planning following our year of lockdown and recognises that it may be some 

time before Sunday Mass attendance builds up to previous numbers.  It is hoped the celebration of the 

centenary will lead to the numbers increasing. The Theme for our Centenary is “A Faith Community 

Where Everyone is Welcome”. The Centenary Mass will be celebrated on Sunday 6 November 2022. When 

restrictions are lifted our Centenary Planning Committee will be able to proceed with the planning of 

events to celebrate the establishment of our Parish and School. 

INTERESTING ARTICLES A reminder that we are collating a collection of articles we think our 

parishioners might find interesting, uplifting, informative or all of the above. Check out the parish website 

here to find out more. If you come across an article you think would be of interest to our parishioners 

please email essendon@cam.org.au and let us know and we’ll see if we can add it to our collection.  

PARISH GIVING DURING COVID19 If you usually support the parish with envelopes at Masses and 

would like to continue your payments, you can deposit your PSP donations directly to the parish 

accounts. Note there are separate accounts for church and clergy.  

Contributions to the church account:  

Name: St Therese's Church, BSB: 083 347, Account number: 67640 1701  

Contributions towards supporting the clergy: 

Account Name: St Therese’s Church, BSB: 083 347, A/C number: 67616 4988  

Any deposit should be referenced with your FIRST INITIAL and SURNAME so that we know 

that the money is a PSP payment attributed to you. 

 

 PARISH CONTACTS 

Parish Priest: John Hannon john.hannon@cam.org.au 

Baptism – Pastoral Outreach: Leanne Torr leanne.torr@cam.org.au 

Business Manager: Kathy Gilmour kathy.gilmour@cam.org.au 

Function Manager: Jac Radcliffe jac.radcliffe@cam.org.au 

Bookkeeper: Irene Fritsche irene.fritsche@cam.org.au 

Parish Leadership Team:  essendon.plt@cam.org.au 

Child Safety Officer: Olivia Metcalf essendon.safeguarding@cam.org.au 

Office opening hours - Monday to Friday 9:00am – 3:00pm 

Office Telephone: 9401 6330 – after hours Fr John: 0490 956 610 

Office email: essendon@cam.org.au Website: www.stthereses.org.au 

School email: info@stessendon.catholic.edu.au 

St Vincent de Paul helpline: 1800 305 330 WEEKDAYS 10:00am–3:00pm 

 
Mass Online: 

Follow this link here 

Weekday Masses: 
Tuesday to Friday 10:00am (fully-vaccinated attendees only) 

Weekend Masses 
Saturday 6:00pm (fully-vaccinated attendees only) 
Sunday 9:00am (fully-vaccinated attendees only) 
Sunday 10:30am (fully-vaccinated attendees only) 

St Therese’s Parish is committed to the safety, wellbeing and dignity of all children and vulnerable adults. 

We acknowledge the Traditional Owners of Country of the land on which our church stands and recognize their continuing 

connection to land, waters and community. We pay our respects to them and to Elders past, present and emerging. 
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We  are  God’s  chosen  onesWe  are  God’s  chosen  ones

33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year B

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘In those days, after 
the time of distress, the sun will be darkened, 
the moon will lose its brightness, the stars will 
come falling from heaven and the powers in 
the heavens will be shaken. And then they will 
see the Son of Man coming in the clouds with 
great power and glory; then too he will send 
the angels to gather his chosen from the four 
winds, from the ends of the world to the ends 
of heaven.

‘Take the fig tree as a parable: as soon as its 
twigs grow supple and its leaves come out, you 
know that summer is near. So with you, when 
you see these things happening: know that he 
is near, at the very gates. I tell you solemnly, 
before this generation has passed away all 
these things will have taken place. Heaven 
and earth will pass away, but my words will not 
pass away.

‘But as for that day or hour, nobody knows it, 
neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son; no 
one but the Father.’

GospelGospel
Mk 13:24-32

When the fig tree starts to sprout new leaves, we know that 
summer is near and it is ready to bear fruit. Write down things 
you can do to make yourself ready for when Jesus returns.

ONLY  _ _ _   _ _ _ _ _ _ KNOWS.

FIND THE SECRET ANSWER
Help the angel find the hidden answer to the  
question....”Who will know when the time is right  
for Jesus to return?”. In the puzzle below, cross out  
any letter that appears four or more times. Then unscramble 
the remaining letters to complete the verse below.



© Creative Ministry Resources 2014

33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year B

We  are  God’s  chosen  ones
Mk 13:24-32
My name is

Jesus told his dsciples that when when the Son of Man returns he will be seen in the clouds,  
as he sends angels to gather his chosen ones. Draw Jesus in the clouds surrounded by angels.

When the fig tree starts to 
sprout new leaves we know 
that summer is near.

Fill the fig tree with 
newly sprouted leaves.


