
St Therese’s Parish Essendon 
9 and 10 October 

Twenty-eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time Year B 

Life, Marriage and Family Sunday 

First Reading Wis 7:7-11 A reading from the book of Wisdom 

In comparison to wisdom, I held riches as nothing.  

I prayed, and understanding was given me; I entreated, and the spirit of Wisdom came to me. I esteemed 

her more than sceptres and thrones; compared with her, I held riches as nothing. I reckoned no priceless 

stone to be her peer, for compared with her, all gold is a pinch of sand, and beside her silver ranks as 

mud. I loved her more than health or beauty, preferred her to the light, since her radiance never sleeps. 

In her company all good things came to me, at her hands riches not to be numbered. 

 

Gospel Mk 10:17-30 A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark 

Go and sell whatever you have and come follow me. 

Jesus was setting out on a journey when a man ran up, knelt before him and put this question to him, 

‘Good master, what must I do to inherit eternal life?’ Jesus said to him, ‘Why do you call me good? No 

one is good but God alone. You know the commandments: You must not kill; You must not commit 

adultery; You must not steal; You must not bring false witness; You must not defraud; Honour your 

father and mother.’ And he said to him, ‘Master, I have kept all these from my earliest days.’ Jesus 

looked steadily at him and loved him, and he said, ‘There is one thing you lack. Go and sell everything 

you own and give the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.’ 

But his face fell at these words and he went away sad, for he was a man of great wealth. 

Jesus looked round and said to his disciples, ‘How hard it is for those who have riches to enter the 

kingdom of God!’ The disciples were astounded by these words, but Jesus insisted, ‘My children,’ he said 

to them, ‘how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God! It is easier for a camel to pass through the eye of 

a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.’ They were more astonished than ever. ‘In 

that case’ they said to one another, ‘who can be saved?’ Jesus gazed at them. ‘For men’ he said, ‘it is 

impossible, but not for God: because everything is possible for God.’ 

Peter took this up. ‘What about us?’ he asked him. ‘We have left everything and followed you.’ Jesus 

said, ‘I tell you solemnly, there is no one who has left house, brothers, sisters, father, children or land 

for my sake and for the sake of the gospel who will not be repaid a hundred times over, houses, brothers, 

sisters, mothers, children and land – not without persecutions – now in this present time and, in the 

world to come, eternal life.’ 

 

This Sunday's readings confront us with the need to make choices in life, choices for God. 

They also remind us that no significant choice is without its price. However, if we make 

the right choice, we are assured that we will be richly rewarded. 

We all want to be happy in life. We just don't always know which doors to open, and how 

far to enter them. We need wisdom for that. The more options that are open to us, the 

more difficult it is to choose, but choose we must. To choose one option is to relinquish 

the others. The young man in the gospel wanted eternal life. Surely there is nothing more 

worthy than that. However, the price he was asked to pay was more than he had 

expected, and he went away saddened. To choose is to face the consequences of the 

word of God, and sometimes this is as sharp as a two-edged sword. 

One of the mysteries of faith is the incomprehensible generosity of God. We choose 

wisdom instead of all of the good things of the world, and we receive these good things 

along with wisdom itself. We are asked to relinquish all of the things that we value, and 

we get them back a hundredfold. We are invited to take a step into the unknown. We are 

told that we will not fall. However, we are never sure of this until we take the step and 

discover that we have not fallen. God demands so much, but gives so much more. 
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INTERCESSIONS 9 and 10 October 2021 

Brothers and sisters, with renewed confidence we turn to the Father, the source of all good things, who 

out of the generosity of his heart has shown us the way to his kingdom by sending his Son Jesus as our 

guide. 

For the Church, we pray that we may be guided by the Holy Spirit in our mission to build a culture of life 

and love in our world. Lord, hear us. 

For the Holy Father, Pope Francis, we pray that through his words and example he may inspire and guide 

the Church, so that he and all those entrusted to his care may come to the joy of everlasting life. Lord, 

hear us. 

For all married couples, particularly those celebrating special anniversaries this year, we pray that their 

marriages and families may continue to be blessed. By their example, may they always reveal the beauty 

of Christian marriage and family to the world. Lord, hear us. 

For of all of us still living under prolonged lockdown and for those involved in the front line of care for 

those who contract COVID: that we may all be encouraged during this difficult time by the loving and 

prayerful support of our parish community. Lord hear us. 

We pray for those who are ill. Lord, hear us. 

We pray for our own special needs.  Lord, hear us. 

We pray for those who have died recently: Ann Perrett, Bryn DuCasse 

And for those whom we remember at this time, especially: Carmela Gazzara, Angela-Antonietta Salpietro, 

Obdulia Fondevilla, Patricia Johnson 

Lord, hear us. 

Almighty God, we ask you to hear our prayers in the name of Jesus the Lord. 

AMEN 

LIFE, MARRIAGE AND FAMILY SUNDAY This weekend we celebrate Life, Marriage and Family Sunday 

in our Archdiocese. It's a time to celebrate the vital role that families play in building up flourishing 

homes, parishes and societies. Archbishop Peter A Comensoli has recorded a special video message, in 

which he highlights the central role of the family and offers a blessing for all those celebrating significant 

wedding anniversaries. Watch the video here. 

https://youtu.be/DgTk0m1_Xe0


CENTENARY Our Parish was formed on 8 August 1922.  The blessing of the 

Foundation Stone was on 5 November 1922.  The first Sunday Mass for 

parishioners was celebrated on Christmas Eve 1922.  The first Church/School 

building in the Parish was ready for use in March 1923 and was blessed by 

Archbishop Mannix on 11 March 1923.  The opening day of the school was 9 

April 1923. A number of Parish groups were formed in 1923. 

The Parish Leadership Team has agreed to the celebration of our Parish 

Centenary from 1 July 2022 to 30 June 2023.  This period covers the 

establishment of the Parish and the Parish School.  The later start also gives 

more time for planning following our year of lockdown and recognises that it 

may be some time before Sunday Mass attendance builds up to previous 

numbers.  It is hoped the celebration of the centenary will lead to the numbers increasing. 

The Theme for our Centenary is “A Faith Community Where Everyone is Welcome”.  

The Centenary Mass will be celebrated on Sunday 6 November 2022.  Sr Cathy Meece will coordinate the 

planning for that Mass. When restrictions are lifted our Centenary Planning Committee will be able to 

proceed with the planning of events to celebrate the establishment of our Parish and School. 

THE OPENING THE DOORS FOUNDATION ACTIVITY REPORT OF 2021 

As this year marks 20 years since opening, the Activity Report shares the 

Foundation’s journey over two decades. The Foundation’s longevity has made 

a real difference in empowering young ones and their families. Read the report 

on their website here. On 4th August OTDF launched a short film, containing 

stories of families and partners from the past and present. To watch the film 

click here. The Opening the Doors Foundation is currently looking for 

volunteers to help for the summer period. If you are interested please call 

0401 487 414 or email enquiries@openingthedoors.org.au.  

CELEBRATING A LIFE OF SERVICE Our own Bishop Terry Curtin recently 

celebrated 50 years of priesthood. He told Melbourne Catholic it was many years 

before his actual ordination that he felt a ‘deep call’ to serve and do something 

profound with his life. In Melbourne Catholic’s article, we give thanks for the life 

and service of Bishop Terry and pray that he can continue to enjoy good health 

and be a vessel of God’s love and mercy to all he encounters. Continue reading: 

Bishop Terry Curtin, celebrating a life of service 

INTEGRATING INDIGENOUS SPIRITUALITY During the first General 

Assembly of the Fifth Plenary Council of Australia, a small group of members 

is focusing on the important agenda questions: How might the Church in 

Australia open in new ways to Indigenous ways of being Christian in 

spirituality, theology, liturgy, and missionary discipleship? And how might we 

learn from the First Nations peoples? Read Integrating Indigenous Spirituality, 

a focus of the Plenary Council 

EXPLORING THE CATHOLIC CONTRIBUTION with Professor John Haldane 

This six-part series will explore the development and self-understanding of 

Roman Catholicism and its contribution culturally, historically and 

philosophically to the understanding of human nature. The virtual lecture series 

offers the opportunity to hear from one of the world's leading thinkers in moral 

philosophy and education. Read more: Exploring the Catholic Contribution with 

Prof. John Haldane Attendance is free and open to all register online here. 

'KEEPING A JOURNAL - A KEY PART OF DISCERNMENT' via Zoom, Tuesday 

12 October 2021, 9.15am-11am.  Keeping a journal is deeply transformational.  

This session provides the opportunity to allow the subtle movement of our 

hearts and souls to overflow onto the pages of our journal. The morning is led 

by Paul Beirne, lecturer in Discernment, spiritual director, and director of Heart 

of Life Centre for Spiritual & Pastoral Formation. Cost $30.  

'MINDFULNESS & MEDITATION' via Zoom, Saturday 23 October 2021, 

10am-2pm.  When we are present to the 'now', centredness and relaxation 

become a natural part of life, and we know how to act from a heart of love. This 

is a day of reflection in the practice of Mindfulness & Meditation, with attendees 

invited to come prepared to be still and journey within. This event is led by Paola 

Cheng, a qualified meditation teacher, spiritual director and social worker, who 

brings an inclusive and gentle approach to her sessions. Cost $40. 

Both workshops are from Heart of Life Centre for Spiritual & Pastoral Formation. 

Book and pay via website www.heartoflife.melbourne, email 

info@heartoflife.melbourne or tel 9890 1101.  

https://www.stthereses.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Opening-the-Doors-Foundation-Activity-report-2021.pdf
https://youtu.be/xfg3jEYZQWM
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.pstmrk.it%2F2s%2Fmelbournecatholic.org%252Factions%252Fcampaign%252Ft%252Fclick%253Fcid%253Dc5f98f499e8214rgq%2526sid%253Ds615ebee20fc2dxcz%2526lid%253Dl615ebf5ba11cdwaa%2Fpaz1uyUN%2FTb1V%2FVT_aKqEL1f&data=04%7C01%7CEssendon%40cam.org.au%7C62e02e0f4d444922173508d9897770c5%7C48ee20c7c8ea423c8b28f19801e34193%7C0%7C0%7C637691968395009939%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=h9vCt0KFjasUpgiL6U1jkgfulDzTwK5uR3jdn9hoo2g%3D&reserved=0
https://melbournecatholic.org/news/integrating-indigenous-spirituality-a-focus-of-the-plenary-council
https://melbournecatholic.org/news/integrating-indigenous-spirituality-a-focus-of-the-plenary-council
https://melbournecatholic.org/news/exploring-the-catholic-contribution-with-prof-john-haldane
https://melbournecatholic.org/news/exploring-the-catholic-contribution-with-prof-john-haldane
https://sites.google.com/cem.edu.au/haldane/lecture-series?authuser=0


PARISH CONTACTS 

Parish Priest: John Hannon john.hannon@cam.org.au 

Baptism – Pastoral Outreach: Leanne Torr leanne.torr@cam.org.au 

Business Manager: Kathy Gilmour kathy.gilmour@cam.org.au 

Function Manager: Jac Radcliffe jac.radcliffe@cam.org.au 

Bookkeeper: Irene Fritsche irene.fritsche@cam.org.au 

Parish Leadership Team:  essendon.plt@cam.org.au 

Child Safety Officer: Olivia Metcalf essendon.safeguarding@cam.org.au 

Office opening hours - Monday to Friday 9:00am – 3:00pm 

Office Telephone: 9401 6330 – after hours Fr John: 0490 956 610 

Office email: essendon@cam.org.au Website: www.stthereses.org.au 

School email: info@stessendon.catholic.edu.au 

St Vincent de Paul helpline: 1800 305 330 WEEKDAYS 10:00am–3:00pm 

St Vincent de Paul helpline: 1800 305 330 WEEKDAYS 10:00am–3:00pm 

Mass Online: Weekday Masses and Weekend Mass link here 

St Therese’s Parish is committed to the safety, wellbeing and dignity of all children and vulnerable adults. 

We acknowledge the Traditional Owners of Country of the land on which our church stands and recognize their continuing 

connection to land, waters and community. We pay our respect to them and to Elders past, present and emerging. 

 

BOOK OF REMEMBRANCE 2021 This year’s Book of Remembrance 

submission page is now open. On 1 November the Book will be published 

online and will also be placed in our church. To submit new names to the 

book, please follow this link: https://forms.gle/gavGgXY4CtXPXcJ87 which 

will be active until 5pm on Friday 22 October.  If you would prefer, you can 

clearly print names on a piece of paper and drop it in the parish office drop 

box or letterbox. PLEASE NOTE If you have submitted names in previous 

years there is no need to do it again as all names are perpetual.  

LOCKDOWN AND OUR MENTAL HEALTH  

Being in lockdown again for an extended period means an awful lot of time spent at 

home, so take the time to make sure your home is the best it can be for your mental 

wellbeing. 

It’s normal to have ups and downs, and it is important to talk about how you’re feeling 

with family and friends who are likely experiencing similar feelings.  

If you want to talk to someone else, there are lots of great support services available: 

Head to Health: click here for Head to Health 

Lifeline: click here for Lifeline's COVID-19 Support or phone 1300 651 251 

Beyond Blue: click here for Beyond Blue or phone 1300 22 4636 

Kids Helpline: click here for Kids Helpline or phone 1800 551 800 

Catholic Care: Stay connected www.ccam.org.au Tel: 9287 5555 

 

INTERESTING ARTICLES A reminder that we are collating a collection of articles we think our 

parishioners might find interesting, uplifting, informative or all of the above. Check out the parish website 

here to find out more. If you come across an article you think would be of interest to our parishioners 

please email essendon@cam.org.au and let us know and we’ll see if we can add it to our collection.  

 

PARISH OFFICE OPEN VIRTUALLY The office remains contactable each weekday from 9am until 

3pm via phone and email. The parish office will not be staffed as we follow the government directive 

to work from home. For those who need to visit speak with Fr John, appointments can be made over 

the phone or via email. We can also book online meetings via Zoom. 

PARISH GIVING DURING COVID19 If you usually support the parish with envelopes at Masses and 

would like to continue your payments, you can deposit your PSP donations directly to the parish 

accounts. Note there are separate accounts for church and clergy.  

Contributions to the church account:  

Name: St Therese's Church, BSB: 083 347, Account number: 67640 1701  

Contributions towards supporting the clergy: 

Account Name: St Therese’s Church, BSB: 083 347, A/C number: 67616 4988  

Any deposit should be referenced with your FIRST INITIAL and SURNAME so that we know 

that the money is a PSP payment attributed to you. 
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28th Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year B Mk 10:17-27
My name is

Follow  the  Lord
A man met Jesus on the road and asked him how we can have eternal life. Some of the things 

Jesus says we can do are written on the sign posts below. Fill in the missing words and pictures.

DO NOT  
_ _ _ _ _

GIVE MONEY   
TO THE POOR

RESPECT 
YOUR

MOTHER  
AND FATHER

DO NOT 
TELL

_ _ _ _ 
ABOUT 
OTHERS

Jesus tells us there are more important things in life than being rich or owning 
lots of possessions. Write or draw some things that are important in your life.



© Creative Ministry ResourcesThe scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 
1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. 

28th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year B

Follow  the  LordFollow  the  Lord

A man met Jesus on the road and asked him how we can have eternal life.  
Some of the things Jesus says we can do are written on the sign posts below.  
Fill in the missing words and pictures.

DO NOT  
_ _ _ _ _

GIVE MONEY   
TO THE POOR

RESPECT 
YOUR

MOTHER  
AND FATHER

DO NOT 
TELL

_ _ _ _ 
ABOUT 
OTHERS

God tells us there are more important 
things in life than being rich or owning lots 
of possessions. Write or draw some things 

that are important in your life.

GospelGospel      Mk 10:17-27
Jesus was setting out on a 
journey when a man ran up, 
knelt before him and put this 
question to him, ‘Good master, 
what must I do to inherit 
eternal life?’ Jesus said to him, 
‘Why do you call me good? No 
one is good but God alone. 
You know the commandments: 
You must not kill; You must not 
commit adultery; You must not 
steal; You must not bring false 
witness; You must not defraud; 
Honour your father and mother.’ 
And he said to him, ‘Master, 
I have kept all these from my 
earliest days.’ Jesus looked 
steadily at him and loved him, 
and he said, ‘There is one thing 
you lack. Go and sell everything 
you own and give the money 
to the poor, and you will have 
treasure in heaven; then come, 
follow me.’ But his face fell at 

these words and he went away 
sad, for he was a man of great 
wealth.
Jesus looked round and said 
to his disciples, ‘How hard it is 
for those who have riches to 
enter the kingdom of God!’ The 
disciples were astounded by 
these words, but Jesus insisted, 
‘My children,’ he said to them, 
‘how hard it is to enter the 
kingdom of God! It is easier for 
a camel to pass through the eye 
of a needle than for a rich man 
to enter the kingdom of God.’ 
They were more astonished 
than ever. ‘In that case’ they 
said to one another, ‘who can 
be saved?’ Jesus gazed at 
them. ‘For men’ he said, ‘it is 
impossible, but not for God: 
because everything is possible 
for God.’




