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First Reading Wis 2:12, 17-20 A reading from the book of Wisdom 

Let us condemn him to a most shameful death. 

The godless say to themselves, ‘Let us lie in wait for the virtuous man, since he annoys us and opposes 

our way of life, reproaches us for our breaches of the law and accuses us of playing false to our 

upbringing. Let us see if what he says is true, let us observe what kind of end he himself will have. If 

the virtuous man is God's son, God will take his part and rescue him from the clutches of his enemies. 

Let us test him with cruelty and with torture, and thus explore this gentleness of his and put his 

endurance to the proof. Let us condemn him to a shameful death since he will be looked after – we 

have his word for it.’ 

  

Gospel Mk 9:30-37 A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark. 

The Son of Man will be delivered into the hands of humanity … All who wish to be first must make 

themselves the servants of all. 

After leaving the mountain Jesus and his disciples made their way through Galilee; and he did not want 

anyone to know, because he was instructing his disciples; he was telling them, ‘The Son of Man will be 

delivered into the hands of men; they will put him to death; and three days after he has been put to 

death he will rise again.’ But they did not understand what he said and were afraid to ask him. 

They came to Capernaum, and when he was in the house he asked them, ‘What were you arguing about 

on the road?’ They said nothing because they had been arguing which of them was the greatest. So he 

sat down, called the Twelve to him and said, ‘If anyone wants to be first, he must make himself last of 

all and servant of all.’ He then took a little child, set him in front of them, put his arms round him, and 

said to them, ‘Anyone who welcomes one of these little children in my name, welcomes me; and anyone 

who welcomes me welcomes not me but the one who sent me.’ 

 
 

REFLECTION by Dianne Bergant CSA Who are the righteous? This is a 

question that holds little interest today. We are more concerned with the 

successful and the famous. We want people to be honest, at least in their 

dealings with us, but we are more apt to applaud those who are clever. We 

commend people for making a good deal, for knowing how to get ahead or 

striking it rich. We extol the beautiful, the strong, the self-assured, those who 

have made a name for themselves, those who entertain us. We encourage 

people to be ambitious. Seldom is popularity based on righteousness. 

Yet righteousness is a pillar of the reign of God. Those who would enter that 

reign must be gentle and merciful, faithful and sincere, lovers of peace. They 

must be willing to take the last place, to be the servant of all. The righteous 

are not often held in high regard. They are often ridiculed and even persecuted. 

When they are considered a reproach to the standards of society, they may 

even be put to death. 

There are times when we might be inclined to envy and resentment, not 

wanting to feel morally inferior, and we might relish the opportunity of putting 

the virtue of others to the test. We may say that we want to draw forth their 

strengths, when we really hope their weaknesses will be revealed and they will 

prove to be no better than we are. Sometimes the righteous have nowhere 

else to turn but to Jesus, whose life they are following and into whose death 

they have been plunged. © Dianne Bergant CSA  



INTERCESSIONS 18 and 19 September 2021 

Let us bring our prayers to the God of all creation and accompany in prayer all those who most need 

God’s mercy and healing.  

We pray that through humble service the Church will give witness to God’s love. Lord, hear us. 

We pray for environmentally degraded parts of the earth, and for those living in poverty: That 

government, business, and community policies and practices at the local, national, and international level 

honour, reflect and protect the sacredness of all places, creatures, and people. Lord, hear us. 

That the Spirit of peace will fill all nations with kindness and goodwill. Lord hear us. 

That those who suffer cruelty or torture for their beliefs will be rewarded for their endurance. Lord, hear 

us. 

That children will always be made welcome in our community. Lord, hear us. 

We pray for those who are ill. Lord, hear us. 

We pray for our own special needs. Lord, hear us. 

We pray for those who have died recently: Dorothy Neal, Carmela Gazzara  

And for those whom we remember at this time, especially: Bruno Martino, Pat Torr, Marie Peevers, 

Vincenzina Placanica, Edward Marantelli, John O’Brien, Noel Langford, Laurie Dwyer Lord, hear us. 

 

God of the universe, you are the living Word, planted deep in our hearts. Grant us the wisdom, courage, 

and commitment to love and care for your magnificent world of never-ending wonders. Direct our ideas, 

discernment, and action so that all can fulfil their sacred promise and purpose, according to your law. 

We ask this through Christ, Our Lord. AMEN 

 

Every creature speaks to us of the Creator, but human beings do not always listen. The First Nations 

people remind us of the interconnectedness of people and the rest of creation: “The Aborigines and the 

environment are but one, and all things on earth have a cycle, and they recycle. All rivers, trees, 

creatures, and plants are alive just as we are, today and in the beginning. They are part of nature as we 

are, and our connection to all things natural is spiritual.” Pat Dodson. “The land and environment is our 

Mother. Treat her with love and tenderness, nurture and never mistreat her, or take more than what is 

required.” Vicki Clark 

We forget that it is not all about us. It is estimated that nearly three billion native animals were in the 

path of the 2019-2020 bushfires.27 As we watched on our televisions and social media platforms, the 

cries of pain of injured and dying animals, and of starving animals deprived of habitat, were unavoidable 

and deeply disturbing. 

The impact on precious livestock and beloved domestic animals hit many of us hard. But at other times, 

when there isn’t extensive reporting on a crisis, we have to listen a little harder to hear the pain of the 

acceleration of extinction rates. 

The suffering of our rivers and waterways, our groundwater, reefs, and oceans, is plain to see. Successive 

bleaching events in the Great Barrier Reef send a loud message, and mass fish deaths in the Menindee 

Lakes, caused by inadequate water flowing in the river, poor water quality, and a sudden change in 

temperature, have shocked the nation. 

The Great Artesian Basin cries out for our protection. It is at risk from over extraction of water and the 

potential introduction of pollutants and petro carbons from fracking. If we do not take sufficient care of 

this source of water below, the balance between waters above, on the surface, and below, could be 

destroyed forever. 

Furthermore, as Fr Joshtrom Kureethadam, of the Vatican Dicastery for the Promotion of Integral Human 

Development says, “the COVID-19 crisis is part and parcel of recent warnings from the natural world.” 

We need to start listening more attentively to creation. We do not have to understand all these signs of 

the times completely and with certainty before responding. Our faith provides wisdom sources that can 

help us to take our next steps now. 

(Extract from the ACBC Social Justice Statement Cry of the Earth, Cry of the Poor) 

https://www.stthereses.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Social-Justice-Statement-2021-22.pdf


PLENARY COUNCIL: ADVISERS, CHAIRPERSONS NAMED AHEAD OF FIRST ASSEMBLY Some of 

the country’s leading Catholic thinkers have been engaged to support the members of the Fifth Plenary 

Council of Australia when they gather for the first general assembly early next month. 

As happens with international gatherings, including at the Second Vatican Council, participants are able 

to seek guidance from a group of advisers. Their expertise covers a broad range of disciplines, including 

theology, philosophy, ethics, ecclesiology, education, liturgy, governance and social justice. 

Plenary Council president Archbishop Timothy Costelloe SDB said while there are experts across many 

fields within the approximately 280 members, the additional advisers – sometimes known by the Latin 

term periti – will be there to nourish and deepen the existing knowledge base in a special way. “The 

members of the Plenary Council are responsible for discerning concrete proposals in answer to 16 

questions for the Church in Australia, so having as much support as possible on call makes sense,” 

Archbishop Costelloe said there will be a diversity of skills and experience, as well as ministerial and 

working contexts, represented among the advisers. 

“We are grateful to those women and men who have responded so generously, have seen the importance 

of this moment in the life of the Church and agreed to serve in this critical role,” he said. 

The list of advisers can be found on the Plenary Council website. 

The chairpersons to guide the work of the Plenary Council and facilitate members’ conversations when 

they gather as a full group have also been confirmed. In accordance with the Plenary Council’s Statutes 

and Regulatory Norms, the chairpersons are chosen from among the members and appointed for the 

duration of the celebration of the Plenary Council. 

The chairpersons are: Hon. Jacinta Collins, Executive Director, National Catholic Education Commission; 

Ms Nichii Mardon, Director, Catholic Education South Australia, Diocese of Port Pirie; Rev Thomas 

McDonough CP, Provincial Superior of the Passionists; Br Paul O’Keefe FSP, Provincial Leader of Patrician 

Brothers; Very Rev David Ranson, Vicar General Broken Bay Diocese; Mrs Theresa Simon, Maronite 

Catholic Eparchy of Australia. 

Plenary Council facilitator Lana Turvey-Collins said the chairpersons have been taking part in formation 

and training workshops to collaboratively navigate the challenges inherent in chairing a gathering of 280 

people and ensure the best possible experience for all. 

“Each chairperson will lead a plenary session once during the first general assembly,” Ms Turvey-Collins 

said. “They also form part of the Plenary Council Steering Committee, so will have an ongoing role in 

shaping the agenda and program in response to the daily discernment and dialogue of the members. It 

is exciting to see these groups of committed, skilled and faith-filled people coming together.” 

The first assembly of the Plenary Council commences with the Opening Mass on October 3, with members 

starting to address the agenda the following day. Source: ACBC Media Blog 

 

Michelle Goh (a volunteer with our St Therese’s Parish music ministry) reflects on her role as a delegate 

of Melbourne Archdiocese to the Plenary Council. See this link: Michelle Goh RSM, bringing a different 

perspective to the Plenary Council. 

 

MAKING SERVICES CULTURALLY SAFE The issue of how to make 

services culturally safe and therefore welcoming to Aboriginal people 

was addressed by Sherry Balcombe and Vicki Clarke from Aboriginal 

Catholic Ministry in the Vinnies Ozanam Conversation held earlier this 

month. One important step is to stop the use of offensive stereotypes.  

In an article called ‘Busting myths you might believe about Aboriginal 

Australia’, published on our website September 2020, myth 12 

stipulates that you need to have dark skin to identify as Aboriginal. This 

is very insulting to all Aboriginal people. Sherry Balcombe, who is leader of Aboriginal Catholic Ministry 

of Victoria confesses that as a proud Aboriginal woman with fairer skin, she is appalled by those who 

suggest that she is not ‘a real’ Aborigine. There are many First Nations peoples who like her, cringe when 

described as ‘half-castes’ or some other ‘fractional’ part.  Let us spread the word to stop offensive speech. 

You can read the entire article on busting myths here 

INTERESTING ARTICLES A reminder that we are collating a collection of articles we think our 

parishioners might find interesting, uplifting, informative or all of the above. Check out the parish website 

here to find out more. If you come across an article you think would be of interest to our parishioners 

please email essendon@cam.org.au and let us know and we’ll see if we can add it to our collection.   

https://plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/members/
https://melbournecatholic.org/news/michelle-goh-rsm-bringing-a-different-perspective-to-the-australian-plenary-council
https://melbournecatholic.org/news/michelle-goh-rsm-bringing-a-different-perspective-to-the-australian-plenary-council
https://www.stthereses.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Busting_Myths_You_Might_Believe_About_Aboriginal_Australia.pdf
https://www.stthereses.org.au/news-events/interesting-articles/
mailto:essendon@cam.org.au


This weekend we mark Social Services 

Sunday within the Catholic Archdiocese of 

Melbourne when we invite all to give thanks 

and pray for those who stand with and 

provide support to people who are 

marginalised and vulnerable within our 

communities. We recognise with deep 

gratitude, those working within Catholic Social Services Victoria’s 43 member organisations, the 7,000 

staff and 17,000 volunteers, who together, serve more than 200,000 people each year. We also give 

thanks for all in our parishes, who are so often at the forefront of providing practical support and care to 

those in need within their local communities, and beyond.  

We call to mind the recent 2021/22 Social Justice Statement – Cry of the Earth Cry of the Poor – 

released by the Australian Catholic bishops, which reminds us of the social mission of the Church and 

which urges us to reflect on ‘the bigger picture’ and to act together on social, economic and ecological 

issues. Together, we all have a role to play in building a just and equitable society, where all have equal 

opportunities to flourish and prosper.  

Social Services Sunday is an opportunity to reflect on the systemic conditions that mean that social 

service organisations need to be attending to the needs of so many people. Why are homes too expensive 

for so many Victorians to afford to rent and pay for life’s necessities at the same time, let alone purchase? 

What are drivers of violence such that women and children are so often the victim/survivors in domestic 

settings? Why is it that we continue to deny so many of those who are refugees here in Australia the 

ability to bring their families over here to live with them, and so cause so much pain and suffering?  

Catholic Social Services Victoria, together with its members, aim to promote a fair, just and equitable 

society where all people have the opportunity to prosper and flourish – acknowledging that charity and 

justice go hand in hand.  

In light of the recent events in Afghanistan, CSSV made a statement, the Bishops of Victoria made a 

statement, and one of the many examples of practical support is local CSSV member organisation 

Wellsprings for Women (based in Dandenong), who are making sure that its Afghan community members 

who use their service know they stand in solidarity with them. Wellsprings CEO wrote to federal MPs 

asking that our government respond with compassion and generosity. By way of practical support, 

Wellsprings scheduled an online gathering for Afghan women to provide emotional support given this is 

a very difficult time for them. Wellsprings is also gathering resources and providing services and support 

to assist families wanting to sponsor their relatives in Afghanistan. At the same time, members of the 

local Afghan community gathered at St Kilian’s Catholic Church in Bendigo for a time of prayer and 

solidarity—just before another lockdown was imposed on regional Victoria. St Kilian’s, in the centre of 

Bendigo, opened its Church hall for the use of a group from the local Afghan community to hold COVID-

safe prayer vigils in response to the ongoing situation in Afghanistan. Bendigo and its surrounding area 

is home to about 300 Afghan-born individuals and families.  

This is a wonderful example of how the whole Church can respond to provide care and support to those 

in need, and advocacy to work to change the situation.  

Impact of COVID-19 on already vulnerable communities  

Last year, when nine public housing towers were locked down in the Kensington area, a group of 

concerned CSSV member organisations convened in response, and collectively swung into action to 

advocate for a person-centred approach, in line with our understanding of Catholic Social Teaching. A 

public statement and various advocacy channels were pursued. Various member organisations were able 

to directly support people affected by the hard lockdowns. A number of Religious congregations provided 

financial assistance to local organisations working on the ground to meet immediate needs of residents, 

and a number of local parish and school communities were also very involved in supporting the affected 

families. In a demonstration of true Catholic community spirit, at the time St Brendan’s School, 

Flemington, mobilised to support the families of its 33 students locked down in the area’s community 

housing towers. Staff pitched in to pack boxes of goods, including food, personal items and nappies. The 

Archbishop both wrote to residents and personally went and visited in solidarity.  

During the Victorian lockdown periods, where homeless people have been housed in hotels, 

representatives from member organisations delivered meals, made calls, visited and supported these 

people, particularly St Mary’s House of Welcome, Sacred Heart Mission, St Vincent’s Health Australia, 

VincentCare, Jesuit Social Services and St Vincent de Paul Society Victoria.  

As the COVID-19 pandemic lockdown began, staff at Jesuit Social Services' Ecological Justice Hub in 

Brunswick realised that many vulnerable people in the local community would find it difficult to access 

fresh, nutritious food. In response, the staff and volunteers at the Hub implemented a meal delivery 

program, providing support and connection to people living in isolation.  

St Mary’s House of Welcome provided direct assistance to those homeless people who’d been placed in 

accommodation, with food and support. In October last year, St Mary’s reported serving more than 

75,000 meals to people sleeping rough, experiencing chronic homelessness and severe social isolation. 

https://www.stthereses.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Social-Justice-Statement-2021-22.pdf


BOOK OF REMEMBRANCE 2021 This year we begin the task of collecting 

new names for our perpetual Book of Remembrance earlier than usual and 

have now opened up the online submission page. We remain hopeful that we 

will be back at Masses before 1 November when the Book will be published 

online and will also be placed in our church. To submit new names to the 

book, please follow this link: https://forms.gle/gavGgXY4CtXPXcJ87 which 

will be active until 5pm on Friday 22 October.  PLEASE NOTE If you have 

submitted names in previous years there is no need to do it again as all names 

remain in the Book of Remembrance. 

IN 2022 WE CELEBRATE THE CENTENARY OF OUR PARISH. Our Parish 

Leadership Team have commenced planning for the Centenary, to answer the 

question, ‘how do we as parishioners want to mark and celebrate this special 

occasion?’. We want to celebrate the spirit of what has been built here over 

the last 100 years as a parish community! Perhaps a 100 years anniversary 

is about celebrating what we have today, with a vision of what we want to 

take forward for the generations to come! If you have any ideas, or are 

interested in joining the Centenary Planning Team, please contact the Parish 

Office, or the Parish Leadership Team, to register your interest. Contact 

details are in the Parish Bulletin or Parish Website. Anyone is welcome, young 

or old, and we are sure you will find it a very rewarding experience. 

PARISH OFFICE OPEN VIRTUALLY The office remains contactable each weekday from 9am until 

3pm via phone and email. The parish office will not be staffed as we follow the government directive 

to work from home. For those who need to visit speak with Fr John, appointments can be made over 

the phone or via email. We can also book online meetings via Zoom. 

PARISH GIVING DURING COVID19 If you usually support the parish with envelopes at Masses and 

would like to continue your payments, you can deposit your PSP donations directly to the parish 

accounts. Note there are separate accounts for church and clergy.  

Contributions to the church account:  

Name: St Therese's Church, BSB: 083 347, Account number: 67640 1701  

Contributions towards supporting the clergy: 

Account Name: St Therese’s Church, BSB: 083 347, A/C number: 67616 4988  

Any deposit should be referenced with your FIRST INITIAL and SURNAME so that we know 

that the money is a PSP payment attributed to you. 

MENTAL HEALTH CONTACTS 

Head to Health: click here for Head to Health 

Lifeline: click here for Lifeline's COVID-19 Support or phone 1300 651 251 

Beyond Blue: click here for Beyond Blue or phone 1300 22 4636 

Kids Helpline: click here for Kids Helpline or phone 1800 551 800 

 

PARISH CONTACTS 

Parish Priest: John Hannon john.hannon@cam.org.au 

Baptism – Pastoral Outreach: Leanne Torr leanne.torr@cam.org.au 

Business Manager: Kathy Gilmour kathy.gilmour@cam.org.au 

Function Manager: Jac Radcliffe jac.radcliffe@cam.org.au 

Bookkeeper: Irene Fritsche irene.fritsche@cam.org.au 

Parish Leadership Team:  essendon.plt@cam.org.au 

Child Safety Officer: Olivia Metcalf essendon.safeguarding@cam.org.au 

Office opening hours - Monday to Friday 9:00am – 3:00pm 

Office Telephone: 9401 6330 – after hours Fr John: 0490 956 610 

Office email: essendon@cam.org.au Website: www.stthereses.org.au 

School email: info@stessendon.catholic.edu.au 

St Vincent de Paul helpline: 1800 305 330 WEEKDAYS 10:00am–3:00pm 

Tiny T’s Playgroup: stthereses.tinyts@gmail.com 

Weekday Mass 10.00am Tuesday Liturgy of the Word and Mass Wednesday to Friday 10.00am 

Weekend Masses: Saturday Vigil Mass 6.00pm Sunday 9.00am and 10.30am  

St Therese’s Parish is committed to the safety, wellbeing and dignity of all children and vulnerable adults. 

We acknowledge the Traditional Owners of Country of the land on which our church stands and recognize their continuing 

connection to land, waters and community. We pay our respect to them and to Elders past, present and emerging. 

 

https://forms.gle/gavGgXY4CtXPXcJ87
https://headtohealth.gov.au/covid-19-support/covid-19
https://www.lifeline.org.au/get-help/topics/mental-health-and-wellbeing-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak
https://www.beyondblue.org.au/the-facts/looking-after-your-mental-health-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak
https://kidshelpline.com.au/coronavirus
mailto:john.hannon@cam.org.au
mailto:leanne.torr@cam.org.au
mailto:kathy.gilmour@cam.org.au
mailto:jac.radcliffe@cam.org.au
mailto:irene.fritsche@cam.org.au
mailto:ssendon.plt@cam.org.au
mailto:essendon.safeguarding@cam.org.au
mailto:essendon@cam.org.auW
http://www.stthereses.org.au/
mailto:info@stessendon.catholic.edu.au
mailto:stthereses.tinyts@gmail.com
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25th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year B

Those  who  serve  others Those  who  serve  others 
are  greatestare  greatest

The disciples travelled to Jesus’ home and 
they argued along the way. Help them get  

to Jesus so that he can help them  
settle their argument.

How can you be of service to others? Complete the following statements with words or pictures.

I can serve members 
of my family by...

I can serve my  
friends by...

I can serve people in  
my community by...

Jesus and his disciples came to 
Capernaum, and when he was in the 
house he asked them, ‘What were 
you arguing about on the road?’ 
They said nothing because they had 
been arguing which of them was the 
greatest. So he sat down, called the 
Twelve to him and said, ‘If anyone 
wants to be first, he must make 
himself last of all and servant of all.’ 
He then took a little child, set him 
in front of them, put his arms round 
him, and said to them, ‘Anyone who 
welcomes one of these little children 
in my name, welcomes me; and 
anyone who welcomes me welcomes 
not me but the one who sent me.’

GospGospelel
Mk 9:33-37
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25th Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year B
Mk 9:33-37
My name isThose  who  serve  

others  are  greatest

The disciples travelled to Jesus’ home and they argued along the way.  
Help them get to Jesus so he can help them settle their argument.

Draw some ways that you can be of service to others.

I can serve members 
of my family by...

I can serve my  
friends by...

I can serve people in  
my community by...
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25th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year B

Those  who  serve  others
are  greatest

The disciples travelled to Jesus’ home and 
they argued along the way. Help them get 

to Jesus so that he can help them 
settle their argument. The disciples argued 

about which of them 
was the greatest. 
Jesus told them 

they should 
concentrate on serving 
others and that would 
make them great. Tick    
the things that help to 

make someone a 
good person.

SHARING
TELLING LIES
BEING NASTY
BEING KIND
TRYING YOUR BEST
LAUGHING AT OTHERS
HELPING OTHERS
BEING HONEST
BEING SELFISH

How can you be of service to others? Complete the following statements with words or pictures.

I can serve members 
of my family by...

I can serve my 
friends by...

I can serve people in 
my community by...


