
St Therese’s Parish Essendon 
21 and 22 August 2021 

Twenty First Sunday in ordinary time Year B 

First Reading Jos 24:1-2. 15-18 A reading from the book of Joshua 

We will serve the Lord God, because he is our God. 

Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel together at Shechem; then he called the elders, leaders, judges 

and scribes of Israel, and they presented themselves before God. Then Joshua said to all the people: ‘If 

you will not serve the Lord, choose today whom you wish to serve, whether the gods that your ancestors 

served beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are now living. As for me and 

my House, we will serve the Lord.’ 

The people answered, ‘We have no intention of deserting the Lord and serving other gods! Was it not the 

Lord our God who brought us and our ancestors out of the land of Egypt, the house of slavery, who 

worked those great wonders before our eyes and preserved us all along the way we travelled and among 

all the peoples through whom we journeyed. We too will serve the Lord, for he is our God.’ 

Gospel Jn 6:60-69 A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 

Lord, whom shall we go to? You have the words of everlasting life. 

After hearing his doctrine many of the followers of Jesus said, ‘This is intolerable language. How could 

anyone accept it?’ Jesus was aware that his followers were complaining about it and said, ‘Does this 

upset you? What if you should see the Son of Man ascend to where he was before? 

‘It is the spirit that gives life, the flesh has nothing to offer. The words I have spoken to you are spirit 

and they are life. ‘But there are some of you who do not believe.’ For Jesus knew from the outset those 

who did not believe, and who it was that would betray him. He went on, ‘This is why I told you that no 

one could come to me unless the Father allows him.’ After this, many of his disciples left him and stopped 

going with him. 

Then Jesus said to the Twelve, ‘What about you, do you want to go away too?’ Simon Peter answered, 

‘Lord, who shall we go to? You have the message of eternal life, and we believe; we know that you are 

the Holy One of God.’ 

 

REFLECTION by Dianne Bergant The decisions called for in today's readings are 

life decisions. The people at the time of Joshua had to decide which god they would 

worship. The disciples of Jesus had to decide if he was the one who would fulfill their 

messianic expectations. We have life decisions to make as well. How will we choose? 

The choices we make determine the character of our union with God. God called us 

out of the slavery of sin and protected us throughout the journey of our lives. Jesus 

walked with us through the challenges of life and performed wonders for us. Why 

should we look elsewhere? Because we face new challenges. The new demands 

placed on us may be so great, or the commitment required of us may be so 

demanding that we feel that we can no longer walk with him. The church may be 

changing in ways we do not appreciate, or it may not be changing in the ways we 

believe it should, and so we may feel that we can walk with him no longer. 

If we decide to commit ourselves, we will enter into a union with God that is deeper 

than anything we have previously known. However, this union will be based on faith. 

We may understand no more than we did in the past, things may be no more to our 

liking. But, ‘to whom shall we go?’ Jesus is God's holy one; he has the words of 

eternal life. © Dianne Bergant CSA 

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO FR JOHN on 43 years in the priesthood, which milestone 

he reached this Thursday 19 August. Unfortunately we weren’t able to celebrate with 

Fr John on the day. We look forward to a time when we can offer our congratulations 

in person but until then we send virtual felicitations and heartfelt thanks for his 

contribution to our parish over the four years he has been here with us.  

 



OUR ANNUAL APPEAL FOR OUR REFUGEE AND ASYLUM SEEKER 

GROUP is this weekend. These are difficult and painful times for many 

refugee families; some with small children whom we support in the 

community are still waiting in hope as they seek protection and the chance 

to find safety and security in this country. With your support our parish 

volunteers assist these refugee and asylum seeker families both pastorally 

and materially throughout the year. As we are in lockdown the envelopes 

will not be available for this appeal but donations can also be made direct 

to the parish via EFT or by sending us a cheque with reference to RAASG 

on the back of the cheque. If you wish to donate via your credit card call 

the office on 9401 6330. Thank you for your ongoing support. EFT 

Donation details Name: St Therese's Church, BSB: 083 347, Account 

number: 67640 1701 using ref RAASG-with your surname.  
 

ARCHBISHOP COLERIDGE URGES PM TO INCREASE AFGHAN 

INTAKE In a letter to Prime Minister Scott Morrison, Archbishop 

Coleridge noted there has been “an outpouring of concern for the people 

of Afghanistan” as that country’s government has collapsed and the 

Taliban seized control. 

He said the 3000 places offered above and beyond 8000 places over the 

past decade “is a substantial commitment, but more is needed”. 

Based on estimates from key humanitarian organisations and pledges 

from other countries, Archbishop Coleridge proposed that at least 

another 17,000 places be made available. 

“Australia has stepped up before in response to significant humanitarian crises, and I urge your government 

to be generous,” he wrote, adding that Catholic agencies “stand ready to assist your government with 

resettlement of refugees as an expression of our great concern for the people of Afghanistan”. 

Archbishop Coleridge said many Afghans would find themselves vulnerable under Taliban rule, but he made 

particular mention of those who supported Australia’s defence personnel who served in Afghanistan, some of 

whom lost their lives, as well as religious minorities and women. 

“It would seem our moral duty to stand with those who supported Australian military forces as interpreters or 

in other capacities, who it seems likely will suffer reprisals and even death for their work,” he wrote. 

“We should also offer refuge to other Afghans who are likely to suffer persecution or risk being killed because 

of their opposition to the Taliban, or because of their beliefs, values and way of life, including members of the 

Christian community. 

“There is a particular risk to women, and Australia's humanitarian response should recognise and support 

their dignity and human rights.” Source: ACBC Media Blog 

CATHOLIC AGENCIES HELP AFTER HAITI EARTHQUAKE AND 

STORM A tropical storm that hit Haiti three days after a 7.2 

magnitude earthquake has complicated efforts to provide help to the 

Caribbean nation. Since the earthquake, Catholic agencies Catholic 

Relief Services and Caritas Haiti have been working to provide relief 

to over 75,000 families affected. At least 1,941 deaths and more than 

6,900 have been injured so far, with expectations for these figures 

to continue to rise. At least 37,000 homes were destroyed and 

another 46,000 damaged. On Tuesday, Tropical Storm Grace hit 

Haiti. “We’d feared widespread destruction from the storm, but 

thankfully the storm weakened over Haiti and the flooding of the city of Cayes was not as severe as we’d 

anticipated,” said Melville Fernandez, Caritas Australia’s humanitarian emergencies manager. 

“Nonetheless, the storm has complicated relief efforts because now some key roads are impassable from 

flooding-related landslides or damage to bridges. The ongoing gang violence along key routes to the 

south is also making local travel extremely dangerous for humanitarian workers, which makes responding 

even tougher.” 

HUMANITARIAN CRISES UNFOLDING IN AFGHANISTAN AND LEBANON As the situations in 

Afghanistan and Lebanon deteriorate, you can help to support families caught up in the crises. In 

Afghanistan, people have been forced from their homes, with half of the population in urgent need of 

food, water, shelter and protection.  

In Lebanon, the country is running out of power, water, fuel, medicine and food. Even hospitals are facing 

massive fuel shortages and will soon have to turn off the lights.  

Please donate to Caritas Australia so that we are able to respond to crises like these and others across 

the world.  

Donations: visit Caritas Haiti Appeal or Caritas Lebanon Appeal or Caritas Afghanistan Appeal or call 

1800 024 413 toll free to provide much needed support.  

DEFENSE ONE/HANDOUT VIA REUTERS 

Hundreds of Afghans managed to scramble on to a 
US military aircraft as it left Kabul for Qatar 

https://www.caritas.org.au/donate/emergency-appeals/emergency-response-appeal/
https://www.caritas.org.au/donate/emergency-appeals/middle-east-regional-appeal/
https://www.caritas.org.au/donate/emergency-appeals/asia-regional-appeal/


PLANNING FOR OUR PARISH 100TH ANNIVERSARY IN 2022 

A Message from our Parish Leadership Team 

Next year, in 2022, we celebrate the Centenary of our parish. Fr John and the 

Parish Leadership Team have commenced planning for the Centenary, 

recognising the significant time and effort put into the 90th anniversary 

celebrations in 2012, when Fr Bill wanted to capture the history and stories from 

many of the elderly parishioners at the time. 

Amongst the highlights of the 2012 celebrations was the publication of the 

Commemorative Book, entitled ‘With Confidence and Love’, capturing the 

history, mood and spirit of the parish over the 90 years to 2012. As we approach 2022, especially given 

the impact of COVID19 over the last 18 months, we (as a leadership team) find ourselves challenged to 

identify appropriate opportunities to celebrate this significant milestone! To answer the question, ‘how 

do we as parishioners want to mark and celebrate this special occasion?’ 

Clearly, we want to build on the history captured up to 2012, add the significant aspects of the last 10 

years, but also reflect the spirit of what we have, what has been built here over the last 100 years, as a 

parish community! Perhaps 100 years is about celebrating what we have today, with a vision of what we 

want to take forward for the generations to come! We are yet to consider what this might look like. 

In recent weeks we (as a leadership team) have been advertising the Centenary in the Parish Bulletin, 

seeking people interested in participating on the Centenary Planning Team, and / or any ideas 

parishioners may have for celebrating the anniversary. So far, we have had few volunteers and no ideas 

or suggestions – which is perhaps understandable given the difficult times we are in! So, we are feeling 

a bit unloved at this stage. 

We think 2022 should be celebrated appropriately within the Parish, whatever we decide together, to 

recognise what we have and what it means! So, we ask you to please consider joining the Centenary 

Planning Team, and / or submitting any ideas you have regarding the Centenary. 

If you are interested, you can contact the Parish Office, or the Parish Leadership Team, to register your 

interest by either telephone or email. Contact details are in the Parish Bulletin or Parish Website. Anyone 

is welcome, young or old, and we are sure you will find it a very rewarding experience. 

 

PARISH OFFICE OPEN VIRTUALLY The office remains contactable each weekday from 9am until 

3pm via phone and email. The parish office will not be staffed as we follow the government directive 

to work from home. For those who need to visit speak with Fr John, appointments can be made over 

the phone or via email. We can also book online meetings via Zoom. 

PARISH GIVING DURING COVID19 If you usually support the parish with envelopes at Masses and 

would like to continue your payments, you can deposit your PSP donations directly to the parish 

accounts. Note there are separate accounts for church and clergy.  

Contributions to the church account:  

Name: St Therese's Church, BSB: 083 347, Account number: 67640 1701  

Contributions towards supporting the clergy: 

Account Name: St Therese’s Church, BSB: 083 347, A/C number: 67616 4988  

Any deposit should be referenced with your FIRST INITIAL and SURNAME so that we know 

that the money is a PSP payment attributed to you. 

 

LOCKDOWN AND OUR MENTAL HEALTH  

Our mental health is influenced by things we do and experience in our 

day to day life. This includes our environment.  

Being in lockdown again for an extended period means an awful lot of 

time spent at home, so take the time to make sure your home is the 

best it can be for your mental wellbeing. 

Eat well, exercise, stay in touch with friends and family. 

It’s normal to have ups and downs, and it is important to talk about how 

you’re feeling with family and friends who are likely experiencing similar 

feelings.  

If you want to talk to someone else, there are lots of great support 

services available: 

Head to Health: click here for Head to Health 

Lifeline: click here for Lifeline's COVID-19 Support or phone 1300 651 251 

Beyond Blue: click here for Beyond Blue or phone 1300 22 4636 

Kids Helpline: click here for Kids Helpline or phone 1800 551 800 

Catholic Care: Stay connected www.ccam.org.au Tel: 9287 5555 

  

https://headtohealth.gov.au/covid-19-support/covid-19
https://www.lifeline.org.au/get-help/topics/mental-health-and-wellbeing-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak
https://www.beyondblue.org.au/the-facts/looking-after-your-mental-health-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak
https://kidshelpline.com.au/coronavirus
http://www.ccam.org.au/


PARISH CONTACTS 

Parish Priest: John Hannon john.hannon@cam.org.au 

Baptism – Pastoral Outreach: Leanne Torr leanne.torr@cam.org.au 

Business Manager: Kathy Gilmour kathy.gilmour@cam.org.au 

Function Manager: Jac Radcliffe jac.radcliffe@cam.org.au 

Bookkeeper: Irene Fritsche irene.fritsche@cam.org.au 

Parish Leadership Team:  essendon.plt@cam.org.au 

Child Safety Officer: Olivia Metcalf essendon.safeguarding@cam.org.au 

Office opening hours - Monday to Friday 9:00am – 3:00pm 

Office Telephone: 9401 6330 – after hours Fr John: 0490 956 610 

Office email: essendon@cam.org.au Website: www.stthereses.org.au 

School email: info@stessendon.catholic.edu.au 

St Vincent de Paul helpline: 1800 305 330 WEEKDAYS 10:00am–3:00pm 

Tiny T’s Playgroup: stthereses.tinyts@gmail.com 

Weekday Mass 10.00am Tuesday Liturgy of the Word and Mass Wednesday to Friday 10.00am 

Weekend Masses: Saturday Vigil Mass 6.00pm Sunday 9.00am and 10.30am  

St Therese’s Parish is committed to the safety, wellbeing and dignity of all children and vulnerable adults. 

We acknowledge the Traditional Owners of Country of the land on which our church stands and recognize their continuing 

connection to land, waters and community. We pay our respect to them and to Elders past, present and emerging. 

 

INTERCESSIONS 21 & 22 August 2021 

Brothers and sisters, God is the source of all life. Let us bring our needs before the God of all. 

We pray that the Holy Gospel and the sacraments nourish and strengthen all those who believe. Lord, 

hear us. 

We pray for the establishment of peaceful government in Afghanistan that leads to the prosperity of its 

men, women, and children. We pray for peace, comfort, and hope to restore the spirits of those caught 

up in the terror-driven chaos. For those who are fearful for their future, may they find hope, mercy, 

justice, and healing. Lord, hear us. 

We pray for the people of Haiti, that they will experience an outpouring of relief efforts during this time 

of devastation and that nations around the world will respond with great generosity to the plight of the 

Haitian people at this time of enormous need, Lord hear us. 

We pray that home, hearth, and hope for the future be restored to all refugees, displaced and homeless 

people. Lord, hear us. 

We pray that favourable weather and bountiful crops bless the farmers who feed our nation. Lord, hear 

us. 

We pray for those who are ill. Callum O’Dwyer Lord, hear us. 

We pray for our own special needs.  Lord, hear us. 

We pray for those who have died recently: Eileen Peterson 

And for those whom we remember at this time, especially: Mary Gleeson, Leigh Wallmeyer,  

Isabella Campo, Peter Murphy, Helen and Vinnie O’Neil, Domenico Germano, Eileen O’Dwyer,  

John Sweeney, Neil O’Shea, Vin Ashby, Lou Frilay Lord, hear us. 

God most holy, hear our prayers and help us to follow your message of eternal life. We ask this through 

Christ our Lord.  AMEN 

God of all life... 

May your love and light shine in and through me today 

In a way that no mask can hide. 

May my eyes dance with the laughter and joy 

Replacing my hidden smile. 

May my actions of care and concern 

Speak louder than my muffled voice ever could. 

And may the generosity of my heart 

Radiate out through who I am 

And how I respond to the world around me 

So that others may not see my mask 

But your image shining out 

Moving in and through me today. 

Amen Br Michael Herry fms 

 

mailto:john.hannon@cam.org.au
mailto:leanne.torr@cam.org.au
mailto:kathy.gilmour@cam.org.au
mailto:jac.radcliffe@cam.org.au
mailto:irene.fritsche@cam.org.au
mailto:ssendon.plt@cam.org.au
mailto:essendon.safeguarding@cam.org.au
mailto:essendon@cam.org.auW
http://www.stthereses.org.au/
mailto:info@stessendon.catholic.edu.au
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Lord,  your words give 
everlasting life

21st Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year B

By listening to Jesus, we too can have 
everlasting life. What are some things 
Jesus is telling us? Draw the missing 
pictures, then circle the correct answers.

Love one another Do anything you want 

Pray to GodBe stronger than others

Always be the winner Help others

Jesus spoke to his disciples about the bread of life. It was hard to understand, but those who had  
faith continued to follow him. Crack the code to find out what Simon Peter said to Jesus.

After hearing his doctrine many of the followers 
of Jesus said, ‘This is intolerable language. How 
could anyone accept it?’ Jesus was aware that 
his followers were complaining about it and said, 
‘Does this upset you? What if you should see the 
Son of Man ascend to where he was before?

‘It is the spirit that gives life, 
the flesh has nothing to offer.
The words I have spoken to you are spirit 
and they are life.

‘But there are some of you who do not believe.’ 
For Jesus knew from the outset those who did not 
believe, and who it was that would betray him. He 
went on, ‘This is why I told you that no one could 
come to me unless the Father allows him.’ After 
this, many of his disciples left him and stopped 
going with him.

Then Jesus said to the Twelve, ‘What about 
you, do you want to go away too?’ Simon Peter 
answered, ‘Lord, who shall we go to? You have the 
message of eternal life, and we believe; we know 
that you are the Holy One of God.’

Gospel
Jn 6:60-69
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21st Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year B
Jn 6:60-69
My name isLord,  your  words  give

everlasting  life

Simon Peter said 
that Jesus’ words 
give eternal life. 
What are some 
other things that 
Jesus gives us? 
Write or draw 
your answers.

By listening to Jesus, we too can have everlasting life. What are some things 
Jesus is telling us? Draw the missing pictures, then circle the correct answers.

Love one another Do anything you want 

Pray to GodBe stronger than othersAlways be the winner

Help others


