
St Therese’s Parish Essendon 
24 and 25 July 2021 

Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time Year B 
World Day for Grandparents And The Elderly  

First Reading 2 Kgs 4:42-44 A reading from the second book of the Kings 

They will eat and have some left over. 

A man came from Baal-shalishah, bringing Elisha, the man of God, bread from the first-fruits, twenty 

barley loaves and fresh grain in the ear. ‘Give it to the people to eat,’ Elisha said. But his servant replied, 

‘How can I serve this to a hundred men?’ ‘Give it to the people to eat’ he insisted ‘for the  Lord says this, 

“They will eat and have some left over.”’ He served them; they ate and had some over, as the Lord had 

said. 

Gospel Jn 6:1-15 A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 

He distributed to those who were seated as much as they wanted. 

Jesus went off to the other side of the Sea of Galilee – or of Tiberias – and a large crowd followed him, 

impressed by the signs he gave by curing the sick. Jesus climbed the hillside, and sat down there with 

his disciples. It was shortly before the Jewish feast of Passover. 

Looking up, Jesus saw the crowds approaching and said to Philip, ‘Where can we buy some bread for 

these people to eat?’ He only said this to test Philip; he himself knew exactly what he was going to do. 

Philip answered, ‘Two hundred denarii would only buy enough to give them a small piece each.’ One of 

his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said, ‘There is a small boy here with five barley loaves and 

two fish; but what is that between so many?’ Jesus said to them, ‘Make the people sit down.’ There was 

plenty of grass there, and as many as five thousand men sat down. Then Jesus took the loaves, gave 

thanks and gave them out to all who were sitting ready; he then did the same with the fish, giving out 

as much as was wanted. When they had eaten enough he said to the disciples, ‘Pick up the pieces left 

over, so that nothing gets wasted.’ So they picked them up, and filled twelve hampers with scraps left 

over from the meal of five barley loaves. The people, seeing this sign that he had given, said, ‘This really 

is the prophet who is to come into the world.’ Jesus, who could see they were about to come and take 

him by force and make him king, escaped back to the hills by himself. 

 

WATCH MASS AT ST THERESE’S ONLINE Fr John is regularly recording 

Saturday evening Mass and (during the periodic lockdowns in Victoria) 

some weekday Masses. These online Masses are for parishioners and 

friends of St Therese’s who are not able to attend Mass in person. You can 

watch this week’s Masses on our website here. To view our archive of 

recorded Masses you can visit our YouTube Channel. 

FIRST WORLD DAY FOR GRANDPARENTS AND THE 

ELDERLY Sunday 25 July is the celebration of the First 

World Day for Grandparents and the Elderly. Pope Francis 

has decided to institute the Church-wide celebration 

(starting this year) to be held on the fourth Sunday of July, 

close to the liturgical memorial of Saints Joachim and Anne, 

the grandparents of Jesus. The theme chosen by the Holy 

Father for this World Day is “I am with you always” (cf. Mt 

28:20) which is a way of expressing the closeness of the 

Lord and the Church to every older person, especially in 

these challenging pandemic times. 

“I am with you always” is also a promise of closeness and 

hope that young and old can mutually share. Not only are 

grandchildren and young people called upon to be present in the lives of older people, but older people 

and grandparents also have a mission of evangelisation, proclamation and prayer, and of encouraging 

young people in their faith.  

https://www.stthereses.org.au/mass-prayer-times/mass-home/
https://www.stthereses.org.au/mass-prayer-times/mass-home/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCZEB6l9OEixFsXm7Vhda4ig


INTERCESSIONS  

Jesus taught the disciples to pray, and so, with confidence, we bring our prayers to our loving God.  

That grandparents and elderly persons everywhere will be richly blessed by God. Lord, hear us. 

We pray that we never become indifferent to the suffering of vulnerable people.  May we show 

compassion and use our gifts generously to support them. Lord, hear us.  

We pray for a willingness to share our resources and build a caring global community where all are fed 

and the environment is valued. Lord, hear us.  

We pray for all workers:  May they earn a fair day’s pay doing a fair day’s work.  Lord, hear us.  

We pray for our children:  May they be and feel safe and secure as they journey toward adulthood.  Lord, 

hear us. 

We pray for those who are ill.  

Lord, hear us. 

We pray for our own special needs.  

Lord, hear us. 

We pray for those who have died recently: Fiona Daniher, Ellen Butler, John Cleary 

And for those whom we remember at this time, especially: Giovanni Italiano, Vilma Manzotti  

Lord, hear us. 

Creator God, you have given us many blessings through our grandparents and elderly friends. Hear our 

prayers and help us to live our lives as children of God. We ask this through Christ our Lord 

Amen 

A BLESSING PRAYER FOR GRANDPARENTS by Greg Sunter 

God of all the generations 

Your gift of faith and gift of love have been handed down to us 

through parents, grandparents and great-grandparents 

for all of time. 

Look with favour on all our grandparents and bless them. 

Bless their eyes that look on us with love and affection. 

Bless their ears that listen to our questions and our stories. 

Bless their knees and laps we sit on. 

Bless their arms that hold us and their hands that help us. 

Bless their legs that walk beside us. 

Bless their hearts that swell with pride for us. 

And bless their faces that bring us joy. 

Bless them and keep them as they bless and keep us. 

We make this prayer through Saint Joachim and Saint Anne, the 

grandparents of Jesus. 

Amen 

 

PARISH CENTENARY 2022 St Therese’s Parish will celebrate its centenary in 2022. 

Parishioners of all ages are invited to join the ‘Centenary Planning Team’. If you are 

interested, please contact the Parish Office on 9401 6330 or essendon@cam.org.au or 

alternatively, email the Parish Leadership Team at essendon.plt@cam.org.au. We welcome 

ideas/suggestions. 

MARK'S MEN -ST THERESE'S MEN'S CHOIR will be singing on Father’s Day this year.  

The choir have been singing together since 2013 with their numbers increasing over the 

years but there is always room for more musicians and singers! If you would like to join the 

men’s choir contact Mick O'Brien 0403 105 301.  

PROPAGATION OF THE FAITH APPEAL In his World Mission Day message for 2021, Pope Francis has 

invited us to respond to what we have seen and heard – calling us to each be missionary disciples by 

sharing and supporting vital work like this. You can help support the essential work of the Good Shepherd 

Sisters in Thailand as they reach out to vulnerable mothers and their babies in their time of greatest 

need. Visit:  catholicmission.org.au/thailand. Appeal envelopes will be available when we return to Mass. 

INTERESTING ARTICLES A reminder that we have a page on our website for articles that may be of 

interest to parishioners. Visit the page here to read Fr Fr Frank Brennan’s Homily for Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander Sunday and Andy Hamilton’s reflection on World Day for Grandparents and Ederly. 

mailto:essendon@cam.org.au
mailto:essendon.plt@cam.org.au
https://www.catholicmission.org.au/mothers?&utm_term=parish
https://www.stthereses.org.au/news-events/interesting-articles/


CURRENT RESTRICTIONS As of 11.59pm, Thursday 15 July 2021, the 

following ‘circuit-breaker lockdown’ measures will apply across Victoria and will 

be in place until 11.59pm, Tuesday 27 July, 2021 unless otherwise notified. 

Face masks must be worn inside and outdoors: everywhere except your own 

home. 

There are 5 Reasons to leave home: 

 shopping for necessary goods and services (one person per household, once per day, a support  

person can accompany if required; within 5km); 

 caregiving or compassionate reasons; 

 authorised work or permitted education, or work interstate (if you can work from home, you must  

work from home); 

 exercise (up to two hour two hours, with one other person or members of your household; within 

5km); 

 receive a vaccination. 

Private and public gatherings are not permitted: Single person bubbles are allowed. 

PRAYER and RELIGIOUS CEREMONIES: No in-person gatherings permitted. Livestreaming and 

Broadcast is permitted with a total of 5 people present including technicians. 

FUNERALS: (indoor and outdoor): Permitted with no more than 10 people (and those necessary to 

conduct the funeral). Children under 12 months old are not counted towards this cap.  

WEDDINGS: (indoor and outdoor): Not permitted unless end of life or for deportation reasons. Involves 

only 5 persons (including the two persons being married, celebrant, two witnesses). 

AGED CARE: No visitors are permitted into aged care or other residential facility settings, except for 

end-of-life reasons. 

HOSPITALS: No visitors are permitted into health care settings, except for end-of-life reasons, as a 

support partner for birth, or a parent to accompany a child. 

For a full list of the new restrictions visit:https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/coronavirus-covidsafe-

settings 

 

 

PARISH DIARY   

Date Event Time 

Sunday 1 August First Eucharist – student Amaaya Saheed 10:30am 

Saturday 7 August Annual Appeal – Opening the Doors Foundation  

Sunday 8 August 
Feast Day Saint Mary Of The Cross 

Annual Appeal – Opening the Doors Foundation 

All Masses 

All Masses 

Wednesday 11 August SVDP Essendon Regional Conference in PACE Function room 7:30pm 

Monday 16 August SVDP– Essendon Conference in PACE Function room 7:00pm 

Saturday 21 August Refugee Week: Refugee & Asylum Seeker Collection  

Sunday 22 August 
Refugee Week: Refugee & Asylum Seeker Collection 

RE Programme (Eucharist) Session 1 in PACE 

All Masses 

9:30am 

Sunday 29 August RE Programme (Eucharist) Session 2 in PACE 9:30am 

PARISH CONTACTS 

Parish Priest: John Hannon john.hannon@cam.org.au 
Baptism – Pastoral Outreach: Leanne Torr leanne.torr@cam.org.au 

Business Manager: Kathy Gilmour kathy.gilmour@cam.org.au 

Function Manager: Jac Radcliffe jac.radcliffe@cam.org.au 
Bookkeeper: Irene Fritsche irene.fritsche@cam.org.au 

Parish Leadership Team:  essendon.plt@cam.org.au 
Child Safety Officer: Olivia Metcalf essendon.safeguarding@cam.org.au 

Office opening hours - Monday to Friday 9:00am – 3:00pm 
Office Telephone: 9401 6330 – after hours Fr John: 0490 956 610 

Office email: essendon@cam.org.au Website: www.stthereses.org.au 

School email: info@stessendon.catholic.edu.au 
St Vincent de Paul helpline: 1800 305 330 WEEKDAYS 10:00am–3:00pm 

Tiny T’s Playgroup: stthereses.tinyts@gmail.com 
 

Weekday Mass 10.00am Tuesday Liturgy of the Word and Mass Wednesday to Friday 10.00am 

Weekend Masses: Saturday Vigil Mass 6.00pm Sunday 9.00am and 10.30am  
 

St Therese’s Parish is committed to the safety, wellbeing and dignity of all children and vulnerable adults.  

We acknowledge the Traditional Owners of Country of the land on which our church stands and recognize their continuing 
connection to land, waters and community. We pay our respect to them and to Elders past, present and emerging. 

https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/coronavirus-covidsafe-settings
https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/coronavirus-covidsafe-settings
mailto:john.hannon@cam.org.au
mailto:leanne.torr@cam.org.au
mailto:kathy.gilmour@cam.org.au
mailto:jac.radcliffe@cam.org.au
mailto:irene.fritsche@cam.org.au
mailto:ssendon.plt@cam.org.au
mailto:essendon.safeguarding@cam.org.au
mailto:essendon@cam.org.auW
http://www.stthereses.org.au/
mailto:info@stessendon.catholic.edu.au
mailto:stthereses.tinyts@gmail.com


© Creative Ministry Resources 2014

17th Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year B Jn 6:1-15
My name is

Jesus  feeds  the  hungry

Colour in all the shapes that contain a dot      to reveal a word that feeds our hunger.

Jesus fed the large crowd with only five loaves of bread and two fish. Draw some of the people whom Jesus fed.



Jn 6:1-15 © Creative Ministry Resources 2006

Jesus  fed  the  hungry 
      crowd

17th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year B

What do you think these people would have said when 
they saw Jesus feed the large crowd with just five loaves 
and two fish?

Jesus asked his disciples to help feed 
the hungry people. Likewise, Jesus 

wants us to share what we have with 
people in need. Draw a picture of 

yourself sharing with others.

Colour in all the shapes that contain a dot      to reveal a word that feeds our hunger.



Jn 6:1-15

© Creative Ministry Resources 2014The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 
1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. 

Jesus  fed  the  hungry  
      crowd

17th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year B

What do you think these people would have said when 
they saw Jesus feed the large crowd with just five 
loaves and two fish?

Jesus asked his disciples to help feed 
the hungry people. Likewise, Jesus 

wants us to share what we have with 
people in need. Draw a picture of 

yourself sharing with others.

Jesus went off to the other side of the Sea of Galilee – or of 
Tiberias – and a large crowd followed him, impressed by the 
signs he gave by curing the sick. Jesus climbed the hillside, 
and sat down there with his disciples. It was shortly before 
the Jewish feast of Passover.
Looking up, Jesus saw the crowds approaching and said to 
Philip, ‘Where can we buy some bread for these people to 
eat?’ He only said this to test Philip; he himself knew exactly 
what he was going to do. Philip answered, ‘Two hundred 
denarii would only buy enough to give them a small piece 
each.’ One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, 

said, ‘There is a small boy here with five barley loaves and 
two fish; but what is that between so many?’ Jesus said 
to them, ‘Make the people sit down.’ There was plenty of 
grass there, and as many as five thousand men sat down. 
Then Jesus took the loaves, gave thanks and gave them 
out to all who were sitting ready; he then did the same with 
the fish, giving out as much as was wanted. When they had 
eaten enough he said to the disciples, ‘Pick up the pieces 
left over, so that nothing gets wasted.’ So they picked them 
up, and filled twelve hampers with scraps left over from 
the meal of five barley loaves. The people, seeing this sign 
that he had given, said, ‘This really is the prophet who is to 
come into the world.’ Jesus, who could see they were about 
to come and take him by force and make him king, escaped 
back to the hills by himself.

Gospel   
Jn 6:1-15




