St Therese’s Parish Essendon
5th and 6th June 2021
Year B
The Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ

First Reading Ex 24:3-8 A reading from the book of Exodus
This is the blood of the Covenant that the Lord has made with you.
Moses went and told the people all the commands of the Lord and all the ordinances. In answer,
all the people said with one voice, ‘We will observe all the commands that the Lord has decreed.’
Moses put all the commands of the Lord into writing, and early next morning he built an altar at
the foot of the mountain, with twelve standing-stones for the twelve tribes of Israel. Then he
directed certain young Israelites to offer holocausts and to immolate bullocks to the Lord as
communion sacrifices. Half of the blood Moses took up and put into basins, the other half he cast
on the altar. And taking the Book of the Covenant he read it to the listening people, and they said,
‘We will observe all that the Lord has decreed; we will obey.’ Then Moses took the blood and cast
it towards the people. ‘This’ he said ‘is the blood of the Covenant that the Lord has made with you,
containing all these rules.’
Gospel Mk 14:12-16, 22-26 A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark
This is my body. This is my blood.
On the first day of Unleavened Bread, when the Passover lamb was sacrificed, his disciples said to
Jesus, ‘Where do you want us to go and make the preparations for you to eat the Passover?’ So
he sent two of his disciples, saying to them, ‘Go into the city and you will meet a man carrying a
pitcher of water. Follow him, and say to the owner of the house which he enters, “The Master says:
Where is my dining room in which I can eat the Passover with my disciples?” He will show you a
large upper room furnished with couches, all prepared. Make the preparations for us there.’ The
disciples set out and went to the city and found everything as he had told them, and prepared the
Passover.
And as they were eating he took some bread, and when he had said the blessing he broke it and
gave it to them. ‘Take it,’ he said ‘this is my body.’ Then he took a cup, and when he had returned
thanks he gave it to them, and all drank from it, and he said to them, ‘This is my blood, the blood
of the covenant, which is to be poured out for many. I tell you solemnly, I shall not drink any more
wine until the day I drink the new wine in the kingdom of God.’
After psalms had been sung they left for the Mount of Olives.

WATCH MASS AT ST THERESE’S ONLINE During
Melbourne’s Circuit Breaker lockdown, Fr John is
once again recording and uploading weekday Masses
on Wednesday, Thursday and Friday. As has become
customary, Fr John is also recording Saturday
evening Mass. These online Masses are for
parishioners and friends of St Therese’s parish who
are not able to attend Mass. You can watch this
week’s Masses on our website here.
To view our archive of recorded Masses you can visit
our YouTube Channel.

INTERCESSIONS

6 June 2021

Let us now bring our needs before the God of all.
For the Church, the body of Christ: that she may constantly be renewed through Christ, present
in word and Eucharist at this celebration. Lord, hear us
Lord hear our prayer
For all in our world who have lost sight of Christ: that through our prayers and our witness to
Christ in our daily lives, they may find the one is the Way, the Truth and the Life.
Lord, hear us
Lord hear our prayer
We pray for the less fortunate than ourselves, especially for those who are deprived of food and
drink, of clothing and shelter, of education and employment. May we all work at creating a world
in which its many goods are shared more fairly among all.
Lord, hear us
Lord hear our prayer
For our government leaders: may the continued provision of housing for all the homeless remain
a priority. Lord, hear us
Lord hear our prayer
We pray for ourselves, and for all in the current coronavirus crisis, for the anxious, the fearful, the
afflicted, the elderly, those compromised by ill health and treatment, and the young, that they
recover well, as we live in hope that this current peak will soon pass, so that life can resume to
normal in our families, our communities, our society and our wide and wonderful world as a global
village. Lord, hear us
Lord, hear our prayer.
We pray for those who are ill. Lord, hear us Lord, hear our prayer.
We pray for our own special intentions.
Lord, hear us Lord hear our prayer
For those who have died recently: Des Duffy, Marie Holland, Veda Kassis
For those whom we remember at this time, especially Livia Tomsic, Jehan Ellawala
Lord, hear us
Lord, hear our prayer
God most holy, hear our prayers and help us to live lives that show Christ's love for everyone. We
ask this in Jesus’ name.
Amen.
VINNIES WINTER APPEAL Our SVDP Essendon Conference relies on
donations from the annual Winter Appeal to support people living right here
in our community, in our neighbourhood. Last year, without the plates going
around at Masses, donations were significantly down. This year, without the
usual generous support of our parishioners, our Conference’s ability to
support Companions will be severely limited at a time when the needs are
so great. This year, instead of food and blankets, the team are asking for
monetary donations so that they can purchase what is needed by
Companions (people supported here in Essendon.)
TO DONATE
Online donation https://donate.vinnies.org.au/winter-appeal Allocate your
donation to our Vinnies team by putting ‘176 Essendon Conference’ in
the comments field. Receipts will be automatically emailed out to donors
Over the phone using a credit card by calling 13 18 12. Allocate your
donation to our Vinnies team by giving the name of our conference ‘176
Essendon Conference’ Receipts will be issued by the Fundraising Team
Cash or cheque donations, in clearly marked envelopes, can be dropped in
the secure drop box next to the parish office door. Include your name,
address and phone number if you require a receipt.
Donations of clothing, doonas and blankets can be taken to the Vinnies
shops on Keilor Rd Niddrie or Maribyrnong Rd Ascot Vale once they reopen.
We thank John O’Connor (member of our SVDP Essendon Conference) who
has recorded a message about the Winter Appeal (available to watch online
here)

Click here to watch Olivia’s Story this year’s Winter Appeal campaign
video

CIRCUIT BREAKER RESTRICTIONS–At 11.59pm on May 27,
Melbourne entered a 7-day lockdown, which has now been extended a
further 7 days and is expected to be in place until 11.59pm, Thursday
10 June. Our church is once again closed and the rules governing
Metropolitan Melbourne are as follows:
FACE MASKS MUST BE WORN INDOORS AND OUTDOORS (except your own home.)
THERE ARE ONLY 5 REASONS TO LEAVE HOME:
 Shopping for necessary goods and services (one person per household, once per day, a
support person can accompany if required; within 10km);
 Caregiving or compassionate reasons;
 Authorised work or permitted education, or work interstate (if you can work from home,
you must work from home);
 Exercise (up to two hour, with one other person or members of your household; within
10km);
 Receive a vaccination.
PRIVATE AND PUBLIC GATHERINGS ARE NOT PERMITTED: Single person bubbles will
be allowed.
PRAYER & RELIGIOUS CEREMONIES: No in-person gatherings permitted. Livestreaming
and Broadcast is permitted.
FUNERALS Permitted with no more than 10 people (and those necessary to conduct the
funeral). Children under 12 months old are not counted towards this cap. Service Victoria QR
code scanning must be used at all times.
WEDDINGS Not permitted unless end of life or for deportation reasons. Involves only 5
persons (including the two persons being married, celebrant, two witnesses).
AGED CARE No visitors are permitted into aged care or other residential facility settings,
except for end-of-life reasons.
HOSPITALS No visitors are permitted into health care settings, except for end-of-life reasons,
as a support partner for birth, or a parent to accompany a child.
PARISH OFFICE WORKING FROM HOME The office remains (virtually) open each weekday
from 9am until 3pm via phone and email. The parish office will not be staffed as we follow the
government directive to work from home. For those who need to meet with Fr John, phone or
video appointments can be made over the phone or via email.
PARISH PASTORAL VISITATION Home visits are not permitted under the current lockdown
arrangements. When it is allowed, Sister Cathy Meese RSC will continue to provide pastoral
care to parishioners who are unable to get to Mass regularly and also to those who have been
recently bereaved. If you would like her to make a call, then please phone the parish office
during office hours to let us know, so that she can be informed and follow up.
THE CATHOLIC ARCHDIOCESE OF MELBOURNE provides regular pastoral updates on the
COVID-19 situation on their new website: melbournecatholic.org
PARISH GIVING DURING COVID19 LOCKDOWN If you usually support the parish with
envelopes at Masses and would like to continue your payments, you can deposit your PSP
donations directly to the parish accounts. Note there are separate accounts for church and
clergy.
Contributions to the church account:
Name: St Therese's Church, BSB: 083 347, Account number: 67640 1701
Contributions towards supporting the clergy:
Account Name: St Therese’s Church, BSB: 083 347, A/C number: 67616 4988
Any deposit should be referenced with your FIRST INITIAL and SURNAME so that
we know that the money is a PSP payment attributed to you.
SPIRITUALITY CIRCLE (facilitated by Sr Regina Millard) will soon resume soon for MONTHLY
gatherings on Wednesdays in PACE. The group will continue reading Daniel O’Leary’s ‘An
Astonishing Secret.’ Time and date for the first session will be decided over the coming weeks
and will be published here in the bulletin. If you would like to resume with the group or join
as a new member please contact the parish office to register your interest. All are welcome.

PARISH CENTENARY 2022 St Therese’s Parish will celebrate its centenary
in 2022. Parishioners of all ages are invited to join the ‘Centenary Planning
Team’. If you are interested, please contact the Parish Office on 9401 6330
or essendon@cam.org.au or alternatively, email the Parish Leadership Team
at essendon.plt@cam.org.au. We welcome ideas/suggestions which can be
sent to the Parish Office, or Parish Leadership Team.
COVID MARSHALS NEEDED – All parishes must now use the Victorian Government QR Code
Service and have COVID marshals in place to ensure people are checking in at all Masses
when restrictions lift. We are looking for willing and able volunteers to fulfil this role so our
Masses and services can continue without interruption. If you are interested in volunteering
please contact the parish office ASAP. All volunteers are required to have a current Working
With Children Check and to have St Therese’s as a registered organisation.
SAFEGUARDING CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE: IS YOUR
WORKING WITH CHILDREN CHECK UP TO DATE? Once our
parish life turns to a new ‘Covid Normal’ it is a timely reminder that
ALL VOLUNTEERS MUST HOLD A WORKING WITH CHILDREN
CHECK. There are no exceptions and we are required by law to
enforce this requirement. Please update your WWCC to include St
Therese’s as a location where you volunteer, or apply for a new WWCC
at https://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au/

PARISH CONTACTS
Parish Priest: John Hannon john.hannon@cam.org.au
Baptism – Pastoral Outreach: Leanne Torr leanne.torr@cam.org.au
Business Manager: Kathy Gilmour kathy.gilmour@cam.org.au
Function Manager: Jac Radcliffe jac.radcliffe@cam.org.au
Bookkeeper: Irene Fritsche irene.fritsche@cam.org.au
Parish Leadership Team: essendon.plt@cam.org.au
Child Safety Officer: Olivia Metcalf essendon.safeguarding@cam.org.au
Office opening hours - Monday to Friday 9:00am – 3:00pm
Office Telephone: 9401 6330 – after hours Fr John: 0490 956 610
Office email: essendon@cam.org.au Website: www.stthereses.org.au
School email: principal@stessendon.catholic.edu.au
St Vincent de Paul helpline: 1800 305 330 WEEKDAYS 10:00am–3:00pm
Tiny T’s Playgroup: stthereses.tinyts@gmail.com
To have our newsletter delivered direct to your inbox, subscribe by clicking here
St Therese’s Parish is committed to the safety, wellbeing and dignity of all children and vulnerable adults.
We acknowledge the Traditional Owners of Country of the land on which our church stands and recognize their continuing
connection to land, waters and community. We pay our respect to them and to Elders past and present.

PARISH DIARY
Date
Saturday 5 June
Sunday 6 June
Monday 14 June
Saturday 19 June
Monday 21 June
Friday 25 June
Sunday 27 June
Monday 12 July
Tuesday 13 July
Wednesday 14 July
Sunday 18 July
Monday 19 July
Sunday 25 July

Event
Winter Appeal – St Vincent de Paul Society
Winter Appeal – St Vincent de Paul Society
Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday – parish office closed
AWE Group meeting in PACE
SVDP – Essendon Conference in PACE Function room
School term 2 concludes
Parish Baptisms
School term 3 commences (pupil-free day)
St Therese’s students resume classes
SVDP Essendon Regional Conference in PACE Function
room
Welcoming Mass for Baptism families
SVDP – Essendon Conference in PACE Function room
Parish Baptisms

Time

11:00am
7:00pm
3:30pm
12noon
8:45am
7:30pm
10:30am
7:00pm
12noon

St Therese’s Parish Essendon
Dear Friends at St Therese’s Parish,
As we approach the end of another financial year, after a unique and difficult 2020, I write to thank those of
you who have continued to contribute financially to support ongoing parish life and maintenance. It has been
a particularly difficult year for families trying to balance work from home and on-line education for primary,
secondary and tertiary students, also at home. It was good to get back to some sort of normality for 2021,
despite the recent sudden necessary lockdown, reminding us that the danger is not yet over, and the
rampantly contagious nature of COVID 19, remains a problem.
At least now effective vaccines have been developed, we have the opportunity of protection, and for the safety
and health of the broader community, the sooner we are vaccinated, the better.
Whilst parish finances have taken a significant hit over the last 12 months, we were fortunate to receive the
benefit of the Federal Government Job Keeper program, which cushioned the blow, in support of parish
employees, for which we are very appreciative. Thanks to our faithful and committed parish staff, Kathy,
Jac, Irene and Leanne, we have been able to keep communications going, despite the lockdowns. And thanks
go to Bryan, John, Peter, Teresa and David for keeping up appearances of the surrounds, with outdoor
maintenance.
I acknowledge that the financial pressures on many of you have increased, especially where businesses have
had to close for a significant period of time, and overall general economic circumstances have been difficult
for all. So I understand where circumstances have caused some to reduce or suspend their giving, as I have
expressed earlier, during the period of prolonged lockdown in 2020.
All the more reason there is to express gratitude for the ongoing commitment so many parishioners have
made to continuing to contribute to the Parish Support Program, whether by regular contributions by
envelope, or by credit card or direct debit.
While parish income decreased over the last financial year, general recurrent expenses were ongoing, as
you might imagine, and maintenance issues are constant!
Hopefully, before too long, we will be able to resume normal parish activities, with groups and social
gatherings, but with current uncertainty, we can’t be too sure when this might be.
Thanks again for your generosity and support, and for the many parishioners who provide volunteer service
in so many different ways.
Wishing health and happiness for you and your family, and we look forward to seeing you in the near future,
as we hopefully get slowly back to some sort of normality.
With warmest wishes to you all.

4th June 2021

The Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ - Year B

This is my body, this is my blood

Mk 14:12-26
My name is

During Mass we share in a sacred meal called
the Eucharist, which means ‘to give thanks’.
In the chalice, write down some things which we
can be thankful for. In the bread, draw a picture
of your family sharing a special meal.

Jesus shared bread and wine with his disciples and
said, “This is my body,” and “this is my blood”.
Draw a chalice containing the blood of Christ.
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This is my body

This is my blood

The Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ, Year B

During Mass we share in a sacred meal called
the Eucharist, which means ‘to give thanks’.
In the chalice, write down some things which we
can be thankful for. In the bread, draw a picture
of your family sharing a special meal.

Gospel

Mk 14:12-16, 22-26

On the first day of Unleavened Bread, when the
Passover lamb was sacrificed, his disciples said to
Jesus, ‘Where do you want us to go and make the
preparations for you to eat the passover?’ So he
sent two of his disciples, saying to them, ‘Go into
the city and you will meet a man carrying a pitcher
of water. Follow him, and say to the owner of the
house which he enters, “The Master says: Where is
my dining room in which I can eat the passover with
my disciples?” He will show you a large upper room
furnished with couches, all prepared. Make the
preparations for us there.’ The disciples set out and
went to the city and found everything as he had told
them, and prepared the Passover.
And as they were eating he took some bread, and
when he had said the blessing he broke it and gave
it to them. ‘Take it,’ he said ‘this is my body.’ Then
he took a cup, and when he had returned thanks
he gave it to them, and all drank from it, and he
said to them, ‘This is my blood, the blood of the
covenant, which is to be poured out for many. I tell
you solemnly, I shall not drink any more wine until
the day I drink the new wine in the kingdom of God.’

Write a prayer
of thanksgiving to
God that you can say
before every meal.

After psalms had been sung they left for the Mount
of Olives.

The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and
1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers.
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