St Therese’s Parish Essendon
12 and 13 June 2021
Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time Year B

First Reading Ez 17:22-24 A reading from the prophet Ezekiel
I have made the small tree great.
The Lord says this: ‘From the top of the cedar, from the highest branch I will take a shoot and
plant it myself on a very high mountain. I will plant it on the high mountain of Israel. It will
sprout branches and bear fruit, and become a noble cedar. Every kind of bird will live beneath
it, every winged creature rest in the shade of its branches. And every tree of the field will
learn that I, the Lord, am the one who stunts tall trees and makes the low ones grow, who
withers green trees and makes the withered green. I, the Lord, have spoken, and I will do it.’
Gospel Mk 4:26-34 A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark
The mustard seed, the smallest of all the seeds, grows into the biggest shrub of all.
Jesus said to the crowds, ‘This is what the kingdom of God is like. A man throws seed on the
land. Night and day, while he sleeps, when he is awake, the seed is sprouting and growing;
how, he does not know. Of its own accord the land produces first the shoot, then the ear, then
the full grain in the ear. And when the crop is ready, he loses no time; he starts to reap
because the harvest has come.’
He also said, ‘What can we say the kingdom of God is like? What parable can we find for it? It
is like a mustard seed which at the time of its sowing in the soil is the smallest of all the seeds
on earth; yet once it is sown it grows into the biggest shrub of them all and puts out big
branches so that the birds of the air can shelter in its shade.’
Using many parables like these, he spoke the word to them, so far as they were capable of
understanding it. He would not speak to them except in parables, but he explained everything
to his disciples when they were alone.
WATCH MASS AT ST THERESE’S ONLINE While numbers
attending Mass are restricted Fr John is recording Saturday
evening Mass. These online Masses are for parishioners and friends
of St Therese’s parish who are not able to attend Mass. You can
watch this week’s Masses on our website here.
To view our archive of recorded Masses you can visit our YouTube
Channel.
PARISH CENTENARY 2022 St Therese’s Parish will celebrate its centenary
in 2022. Parishioners of all ages are invited to join the ‘Centenary Planning
Team’. If you are interested, please contact the Parish Office on 9401 6330
or essendon@cam.org.au or alternatively, email the Parish Leadership Team
at essendon.plt@cam.org.au. We welcome ideas/suggestions which can be
sent to the Parish Office, or Parish Leadership Team.
ST THERESE’S AWE GROUP invite you to join them to reflect and grow in awareness of our
First Nations peoples. On June 19 at 11am in the PACE, we will be preparing our response to
the 2021 NAIDOC week theme - Heal country, heal our nation. For further info, call Jacinta
Hyland Mob 0431 031 036. NB The meeting will go ahead if restrictions allow gatherings inside.
Included at the end of this week’s bulletin is the latest Opening the Doors Foundation
newsletter. Our parish proudly supports OTDF with an annual appeal in August.

INTERCESSIONS

Sisters and brothers, let us bring our prayers before God, the source of all grace and
goodness.
We pray for the Church: that we work with renewed confidence to involve the kingdom
in our world and in our lives. Lord, hear us
We pray for all nations but especially those in the Middle East: that peace based on
justice abounds, so that every person may flourish and none be excluded. Lord, hear
us
We pray for those who cannot see the kingdom, or who are threatened by its values:
may their eyes be opened and their hearts converted to see the hope and beauty of
God’s vision for humanity. Lord, hear us
We pray for our primary school students: that they learn resilience and love for
themselves as well as one another. Lord, hear us
We pray for those who are ill, especially: Sr Barbara Daniel,
Lord, hear us
We pray for our own special needs. Lord, hear us
We pray for those who have died recently: Giovanni Muccio, Michael Leo Danaher,
Merrita Kellar,
And for those whom we remember at this time, especially: Joseph Doyle, Majorie
Frilay, Mary Walsh, John Merner, Giuseppina Ansaldo, Theresa Ciantar, Virgilio Giuffre
Lord, hear us
God our Father, we live to increase your kingdom. Hear our prayers and help us to grow
our faith community through flourishing branches and welcoming spirits. We ask this
through Christ our Lord.
Amen

VINNIES WINTER APPEAL Our SVDP Essendon Conference relies on
donations from the annual Winter Appeal to support people living right
here in our community, in our neighbourhood. Last year, without the
plates going around at Masses, donations were significantly down. This
year, without the usual generous support of our parishioners, our
Conference’s ability to support Companions will be severely limited at a
time when the needs are so great. This year, instead of food and blankets,
the team are asking for monetary donations so that they can purchase
what is needed by Companions (people supported here in Essendon.)
TO DONATE
Online donation https://donate.vinnies.org.au/winter-appeal Allocate your
donation to our Vinnies team by putting ‘176 Essendon Conference’ in
the comments field. Receipts will be automatically emailed out to donors
Over the phone using a credit card by calling 13 18 12. Allocate your
donation to our Vinnies team by giving the name of our conference ‘176
Essendon Conference’ Receipts will be issued by the Fundraising Team
Cash or cheque donations, in clearly marked envelopes, can be dropped in
the secure drop box next to the parish office door. Include your name,
address and phone number if you require a receipt.
Donations of clothing, doonas and blankets can be taken to the Vinnies
shops on Keilor Rd Niddrie or Maribyrnong Rd Ascot Vale once they reopen.
We thank John O’Connor (member of our SVDP Essendon Conference) who
has recorded a message about the Winter Appeal (available to watch online
here) Click here to watch Olivia’s Story this year’s Winter Appeal
campaign video

CURRENT RESTRICTIONS– From 11:59pm Thursday 10 June,
metropolitan Melbourne and regional Victoria will see changes to
restrictions. Restrictions in place in Melbourne are detailed below.
FACE COVERINGS

Required outdoors, unless an exception applies

Required indoors, (not in private homes), or when an exception applies

A face mask must be carried at all times
STAY AT HOME REQUIREMENT REMOVED:

25km travel limit replaces 10km limit

Can travel further than 25km for work, education, care or getting vaccinated

Restrictions remain on travel to regional Victoria, with only limited reasons to travel. You may
not travel to regional Victoria to socially visit friends and family, or go on holidays.
YOU CANNOT TRAVEL TO REGIONAL VICTORIA, except for permitted reasons
PRIVATE GATHERINGS: Private gatherings in the home are not permitted, Social bubble buddy
and intimate partners are still allowed.
PUBLIC GATHERINGS: Maximum of 10 people outside the home
RELIGIOUS VENUES:

Maximum of 50 people at Mass

Funerals - maximum of 50 mourners

Weddings - maximum of 10 guests
AGED CARE No visitors are permitted into aged care or other residential facility settings, except
for end-of-life reasons.
HOSPITALS No visitors are permitted into health care settings, except for end-of-life reasons, as
a support partner for birth, or a parent to accompany a child.
PARISH OFFICE WORKING FROM HOME The office remains (virtually) open each weekday from
9am until 3pm via phone and email. The parish office will not be staffed as we follow the
government directive to work from home. For those who need to meet with Fr John, phone or
video appointments can be made over the phone or via email.
QR CONTACT TRACING 15 minute threshold removed. All venue attendees must register
PARISH PASTORAL VISITATION When we get back to normal, Sister Cathy Meese RSC will
continue to provide pastoral care to parishioners who are unable to get to Mass regularly and also
to those who have been recently bereaved. If you would like her to make a call, then please phone
the parish office during office hours to let us know, so that she can be informed and follow up.

THE CATHOLIC ARCHDIOCESE OF MELBOURNE provides regular pastoral updates on the
COVID-19 situation on their new website: melbournecatholic.org
PARISH GIVING DURING COVID If you usually support the parish with envelopes at
Masses and would like to continue your payments, you can deposit your PSP donations
directly to the parish accounts.
Contributions to the church account:
Name: St Therese's Church, BSB: 083 347, Account number: 67640 1701
Contributions towards supporting the clergy:
Account Name: St Therese’s Church, BSB: 083 347, A/C number: 67616 4988
Any deposit should be referenced with your FIRST INITIAL and SURNAME so that
we know that the money is a PSP payment attributed to you.
PARISH SUPPORT ENVELOPES: Parishioners who use the PSP envelopes to support the
parish community will receive their new envelopes in the mail over this coming week.
COVID MARSHALS NEEDED – We must now use the Victorian Government QR Code Service
and have COVID marshals in place to ensure people are checking in at all Masses. We are
looking for willing and able volunteers to fulfil this role so our Masses and services can continue
without interruption. If you are interested in volunteering please contact the parish office
ASAP. All volunteers are required to have a current Working With Children Check and to have
St Therese’s as a registered organisation.

Dear Friends at St Therese’s Parish,
As we approach the end of another financial year, after a unique and difficult 2020, I write to thank those
of you who have continued to contribute financially to support ongoing parish life and maintenance
Whilst parish finances have taken a significant hit over the last 12 months, we were fortunate to receive the
benefit of the Federal Government Job Keeper program, which cushioned the blow, in support of parish
employees, for which we are very appreciative.
I acknowledge that the financial pressures on many of you have increased, especially where businesses have
had to close for a significant period of time, and overall general economic circumstances have been difficult
for all. So I understand where circumstances have caused some to reduce or suspend their giving, as I have
expressed earlier, during the period of prolonged lockdown in 2020.
All the more reason there is to express gratitude for the ongoing commitment so many parishioners have
made to continuing to contribute to the Parish Support Program, whether by regular contributions by
envelope, or by credit card or direct debit.
Thanks again for your generosity and support, and for the many parishioners who provide volunteer service
in so many different ways.
Wishing health and happiness for you and your family, and we look forward to seeing you in the near future,
as we hopefully get slowly back to some sort of normality.
With warmest wishes to you all.

PARISH CONTACTS
Parish Priest: John Hannon john.hannon@cam.org.au
Baptism – Pastoral Outreach: Leanne Torr leanne.torr@cam.org.au
Business Manager: Kathy Gilmour kathy.gilmour@cam.org.au
Function Manager: Jac Radcliffe jac.radcliffe@cam.org.au
Bookkeeper: Irene Fritsche irene.fritsche@cam.org.au
Parish Leadership Team: essendon.plt@cam.org.au
Child Safety Officer: Olivia Metcalf essendon.safeguarding@cam.org.au
Office opening hours - Monday to Friday 9:00am – 3:00pm
Office Telephone: 9401 6330 – after hours Fr John: 0490 956 610
Office email: essendon@cam.org.au Website: www.stthereses.org.au
School email: principal@stessendon.catholic.edu.au
St Vincent de Paul helpline: 1800 305 330 WEEKDAYS 10:00am–3:00pm
Tiny T’s Playgroup: stthereses.tinyts@gmail.com
To have our newsletter delivered direct to your inbox, subscribe by clicking here
St Therese’s Parish is committed to the safety, wellbeing and dignity of all children and vulnerable adults.
We acknowledge the Traditional Owners of Country of the land on which our church stands and recognize their continuing
connection to land, waters and community. We pay our respect to them and to Elders past and present.

Date
Monday 14 June
Saturday 19 June
Monday 21 June
Friday 25 June
Sunday 27 June
Monday 12 July
Tuesday 13 July
Wednesday 14 July

PARISH DIARY
Event
Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday – parish office closed
AWE Group meeting in PACE
SVDP – Essendon Conference in PACE Function room
School term 2 concludes
Parish Baptisms
School term 3 commences (pupil-free day)
St Therese’s students resume classes
SVDP Essendon Regional Conference in PACE Function
room

Time
11:00am
7:00pm
3:30pm
12noon
8:45am
7:30pm

OPENING THE DOORS FOUNDATION

Keeping Koorie Kids in an Education of their Choice
NEWSLETTER JUNE 2021

Celebrating

20 years of supporting
Aboriginal children
in education
Opening The Doors Foundation (OTDF) will celebrate its twentieth
birthday on 4 August! Over the past 20 years the Foundation has
supported over 3,000 Aboriginal students in schools around Victoria
with over 10,000 grants worth in total more than $6 million.
To celebrate, the Foundation will be launching a short film profiling
some of the families who have been supported by the Foundation and
the students’ journeys since school. As you know we love to share
these stories with you all! Keep an eye out for news about the launch
of our 20th anniversary short film.

“We are extremely grateful
for the support OTDF has
provided our son, Kobi George
throughout his secondary
education. In 2020, Kobi
completed Year 12. He has since
commenced a double degree
studying Civil Engineering
(Honours) and Architectural
Design. This pathway would
not have been possible for
Kobi without the ongoing and
generous support of OTDF.”
Kobi hopes to one day be in the
position to return the favour
and become a regular donor.

820+ STUDENTS
$550,000+

Stories From Our Families

Opening the Doors in 2021
In 2021 the Foundation has supported educational necessities of
more than 820 students from more than 200 schools.
The Foundation would like to acknowledge our students’ proud and
resilient families, who continue to work to support them and make
the best decisions for their futures.

The Opening The Doors Foundation acknowledges the traditional
owners of ancestral lands across Australia. We respect Elders
past and present and local Aboriginal custodians.
This material may contain images of members of Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander Communities who have entered the Dreaming. They are
used with the greatest respect and appreciation.

Have a look at the newest page on
our website called Stories From
Our Families. On this page you’ll
find stories from families who we
currently work with or who we have
worked with in the past. You’ll find
the impressive achievements of our
students, different obstacles they
have faced and how the Foundation
has been a part of their journey.

How we practice self-determination for our families
As an Aboriginal community organisation, it is essential that OTDF operates
at all levels within the principles of self-determination. Over the past few
years we have implemented several changes in the grant process, such
as moving from cheque to electronic payments, discontinuing the need
for parents to provide quotes, developing an online application form, and
building further partnerships with schools and Koori educators where this
supports families.
During the 2021 grant round the Foundation introduced a direct finance
phone number so that families and schools could contact the Finance Officer
directly, if required, once their grant had been approved and progressed to
the payment stage.
By reducing paperwork and working with community we are now able
to receive, approve and pay grants within two weeks. This is not an easy
target to meet, especially during the first part of the grant period when
we may receive 100 plus applications a day. In support of families in 2021,
the Foundation worked with 265 retailers, each with differing protocols for
working with the Foundation and families.
As we plan for the 2022 school year, we are taking feedback from families,
schools and others who help with the process to ensure that we continue to
practice self-determination for our families.

We would particularly
like to acknowledge
these partners:

Anthony Costa Foundation

Lord Mayor’s Charitable Foundation

Women’s Stories

Women’s Stories by Clara Rizzi includes interviews
with seven women who have dedicated much of their
lives to Aboriginal education. Among these women
are OTDF co-founder and Chairperson, Aunty Vicki
Clark, and Aunty Elizabeth Pike who was extensively
involved with the Foundation in its infancy. Proceeds
from books sales are being donated to Opening The
Doors Foundation and Joseph’s Corner. To purchase a
copy, contact Clara at clarariz@bigpond.com
Clara is a long time supporter of the Foundation. We appreciate her
commitment to the Foundation and to educating her community about
the important stories of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples.

We honour
Dr Kevin Messer
One of the founding members of
the Foundation, Dr Kevin Messer,
passed away earlier this year.
The Foundation would like to pay
tribute to Kevin and his lifelong
commitment to supporting the
Aboriginal community. We honour
his contributions to the Foundation,
as he helped us to expand with his
thoughtful and considered input in
our early stages. Our thoughts and
prayers are with Kevin’s wife and
former Trustee, Carol, and his family.

Thank You
Thank you to the many supporters
who have donated to the Foundation
over the past 20 years, and to those
who continue to do so. We are very
grateful to the schools and parishes
who continue to fundraise through
a range of activities including
trivia nights, casual clothes days,
craft fairs and awareness raising
initiatives.
If you or your workplace, parish or
school would like to support the
Foundation please contact us at
enquiries@openingthedoors.org.au
or 9443 9070.

OPENING THE DOORS FOUNDATION
P.O. Box 1088, Thornbury 3071
Tel: (03) 9443 9070 Mobile: 0401 487 414
Web: www.openingthedoors.org.au Email: enquires@openingthedoors.org.au
ABN 20 671 392 558

The Ross Trust

The Tobin Brothers Foundation

Equity Trustees
Melbourne Catholic Archbishop’s
Charitable Fund
The Noel and Carmel O’Brien Foundation
The Eric and Elizabeth Gross Foundation
L Arthur Pty Ltd
The Guillermo Family
Fr Charles Balnaves
Blessed Sacrament Congregation
Arnold Bloch Leibler
Binnap Partners
The Merrin Foundation

11th Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year B

The smallest seed grows
into the biggest shrub

Mk 4:30-34
My name is

The Kingdom
of God is like a
mustard seed;
the smallest of
all seeds.

Draw yourself planting some mustard seeds into the soil.

Yet it grows to
become the
biggest of all
shrubs, with large
branches for birds
to make their nests.

Draw some birds making their nests in the tree.
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The smallest seed becomes
the biggest shrub
11th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year B

Gospel
Mk 4:26-34
Jesus said to the crowds, ‘This is what the
kingdom of God is like. A man throws seed
on the land. Night and day, while he sleeps,
when he is awake, the seed is sprouting and
growing; how, he does not know. Of its own
accord the land produces first the shoot, then
the ear, then the full grain in the ear. And when
the crop is ready, he loses no time; he starts to
reap because the harvest has come.’

What is God’s Kingdom like?

Jesus described the Kingdom of God as being
like a mustard seed - the smallest of seeds! but once planted, it grows into the biggest of
shrubs. What do you imagine the Kingdom of
God to be like? Write or draw your answers

He also said, ‘What can we say the kingdom
of God is like? What parable can we find for it?
It is like a mustard seed which at the time of
its sowing in the soil is the smallest of all the
seeds on earth; yet once it is sown it grows
into the biggest shrub of them all and puts out
big branches so that the birds of the air can
shelter in its shade.’
Using many parables like these, he spoke the
word to them, so far as they were capable of
understanding it. He would not speak to them
except in parables, but he explained everything
to his disciples when they were alone.

Jesus used parables to help explain his teachings to people.
Draw a picture from any one of the following parables...

The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and
1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers.
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