
 

St Therese’s Parish Essendon 
 

15 & 16 August - Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time Year A 
 

 

First Reading Is 56:1.6-7 A reading from the prophet Isaiah 

I will lead the foreigners to my holy mountain. 

Thus says the Lord: Have a care for justice, act with integrity, for soon my salvation 
will come and my integrity be manifest. 

Foreigners who have attached themselves to the Lord to serve him and to love his name 
and be his servants – all who observe the sabbath, not profaning it, and cling to my 
covenant – these I will bring to my holy mountain. I will make them joyful in my house 
of prayer. Their holocausts and their sacrifices will be accepted on my altar, for my 
house will be called a house of prayer for all the peoples.  

Gospel Mt 15:21-28 A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

Woman, you have great faith. 

Jesus left Gennesaret and withdrew to the region of Tyre and Sidon. Then out came a 
Canaanite woman from that district and started shouting, ‘Sir, Son of David, take pity 
on me. My daughter is tormented by a devil.’ But he answered her not a word. And his 
disciples went and pleaded with him. ‘Give her what she wants,’ they said ‘because she 
is shouting after us.’ He said in reply, ‘I was sent only to the lost sheep of the House of 
Israel.’ But the woman had come up and was kneeling at his feet. ‘Lord,’ she said ‘help 
me.’ He replied, ‘It is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the house-dogs.’ 
She retorted, ‘Ah yes, sir; but even house-dogs can eat the scraps that fall from their 
master’s table.’ Then Jesus answered her, ‘Woman, you have great faith. Let your wish 
be granted.’ And from that moment her daughter was well again. 

 
 

God of all life...   
May your love and light shine in and through me today  
In a way that no mask can hide.  
May my eyes dance with the laughter and joy replacing my 
hidden smile.  
May my actions of care and concern speak louder than my 
muffled voice ever could.  
And may the generosity of my heart radiate out through 
who I am and how I respond to the world around me so 
that others may not see my mask But your image shining 
out Moving in and through me today. Amen  
Br Michael Herry fms 

  



INTERCESSIONS  16 August 2020 
 

Like the Canaanite woman, let us dare to call out to God in prayer, relying on God’s 
mercy and kindness.  

That the Church will work actively to reconcile believers who have been torn apart by 
mistrust and intolerance. Lord hear us 
Lord hear our prayer 

For the Pope, as our pastoral leader and guide:  May the Lord bless him as he 
journeys with his flock, making sure no-one is left behind. Lord, hear us 
Lord hear our prayer 

That people of every race and culture seek to understand those who are different 
from themselves. Lord, hear us 
Lord hear our prayer 

For those who do not know God:  that our actions and attitudes will inspire them to 
seek the Lord. Lord, hear us 
Lord hear our prayer 

For those on the frontline of work against Covid.  May they and their families remain 
safe and inspired as they continue their efforts. Lord hear us 
Lord hear our prayer 

For indigenous and islander children, that they will grow to adulthood in a safe, loving 
and respectful environment. Lord hear us 
Lord hear our prayer 

For the staff and residents of aged care facilities, that they will draw strength from the 
loving support of the whole community. Lord hear us 
Lord hear our prayer 
We pray for those who are ill, especially Jorge Arenivar, Jacinta Hyland, Marty 
O’Donnell, Lolita Fajardo, Marg Kovacs, Isabella Campo and Patricia McMahon 
For those who have died recently, Eunice Wilson, Maureen McCormack, Diana 
Verdi, Giovanna Cerrone, Joanne Green, Carmel Doig   
And those whom we remember at this time, especially Salvatore Di Benedetto, 
Peter O’Brien, Anthony Farrugia, Jean O’Brien, Ralph Trainor  
Lord, hear us 
Lord, hear our prayer 

God of all nations, in Jesus you draw all peoples of the earth into your embrace. Hear 
our prayer and help us to welcome strangers as our brothers and sisters. We ask this 
through Christ our Lord. Amen 
 
 

God of Compassion 
You are the strength to those who suffer and comfort to those 
who grieve. We pray for the people of Lebanon in this time of 
disaster. Embrace those who died so suddenly and console 
those who grieve for loved ones. 
United in solidarity with our Lebanese sisters and brothers we 
pray: For healing and strength for those injured and suffering. 
That the international community will respond with generosity 
and compassion. And that stability and peace will be restored 
in Lebanon. 
We ask this in Jesus’s name. Amen  Sr Jo Brady RSJ 

  



THIS WEEKEND IS OUR ANNUAL OPENING THE DOORS FOUNDATION APPEAL  
The Foundation addresses the severe educational 
disadvantage still being experienced by many Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander families. The Foundation covers the 
extra costs associated with schooling, costs not otherwise 
funded from government or other educational funding sources, 
such as school uniforms, books, school camps and other school 
associated costs.  

In 2019, Opening the Doors Foundation supported the families of 815 students, an 
increase of 40 students from 2018, including 68 Year 12 students.   

In the past 9 years St Therese’s parishioners have donated over $20,000 to Opening 
the Doors Foundation and we hope to continue that generous support this year. Every 
donation big or small is very welcome as the Foundation is struggling financially. To 
donate  visit: https://www.openingthedoors.org.au/donate or call 9443 9070. 
Thank you for your continued prayers and support. If you’d like to view a short video 
about St Therese’s parish and OTDF visit our website here. 

Some parents of the class of 2019 have kindly shared some words and photos with us. 

 “I just wanted to say a BIG thank you for supporting my son Jack to 
attend his College. The Foundation’s help has led to Jack having some 
amazing experiences throughout school. Jack is hoping to go to 
University next year. He has been shortlisted for a Top Design Award 
for his walking goanna (his totem). He made this in his Systems Design 
class. He also managed to secure a five-week paid internship over the 
Christmas break! He is realising that hard work does pay off. Again, 
thank you so much!"  

"I would like to sincerely thank OTDF for all your help to 
support educating my 3 daughters since 2010. Kokoda 
attended University and will graduate later this year. Halle is 
in her final year of nursing and will graduate at the end of the 
year. Both have been affected by mental and physical health 
issues but with support are working their way towards 
completing their studies. They hope to encourage other 
Indigenous kids to do the same." 

“Kailen had a great final year and studied hard. He continued to play 
basketball and rugby with his school teams. 
He was very excited when the end of year was approaching. He had 
decided he would take a gap year to explore further interests of 
employment and study. He is keen to work with wildlife as a caretaker.”  

"My youngest daughter graduated Year 12 in 2019. She was 
given a leadership role within the school to work with local 
Bangerang Elders to develop an Acknowledgement of Country in 
language for school ceremonies. She delivered the 
Acknowledgment at the final Year 12 assembly in front of the 
whole school and then at the Year 12 graduation ceremony in late 
October. In early December she gave the Acknowledgment at the 
turning of the sod for the new school chapel in which the Bishop 
John Parkes, member for Indi Helen Haines, School Principal & 
Vice Principal, Chair of the school board, CEO of the Anglican 
Schools Commission and Elder Aunty Betty Cherry attended and  
Aunty Betty performed a smoking ceremony.”   

https://www.openingthedoors.org.au/donate
https://youtu.be/ekDWHxarzIQ


PARISH LIFE IN ISO
This week we speak with Pauline Kennedy 
who, for many years, has been the driving 
force behind our parish involvement in justice 
and equality for Australia’s first people. It is 
timely to speak with Pauline on the weekend 
of our Opening the Doors Foundation Appeal 
but it is a reminder of her time as a younger 
woman in Italy which prompted Pauline to 
contact us after reading last week’s Parish Life 
In ISO. 

‘The Limoncello recipe brought back 
memories of a funny faux pas I once 
made.’ Pauline and some friends were at a 
café in the beautiful city of Florence, 
celebrating their time together at Language 
School. A waiter, as a kind gesture, gifted their 
table with what Pauline thought was a large 
bottle of lemon soft drink. ‘As a virtual non-
drinker but designated ‘mother’, I proceeded 
to pour large, full glasses of this attractive 
looking drink…Didn’t get far when I saw the 
looks of astonishment on their faces!’ It’s not 
Pauline’s only run in with unexpected alcohol. 
‘Won’t tell you what happened then, and long 
before that, in Convent days, when I took to 
some great punch at a parish function, not 
knowing it contained a bottle of vodka!!’ 

Many years later, 
during lockdown, 
Pauline is heavily 
into drinking water 
and lots of cups of 
tea. She is also 
helping to care for 
her frail but feisty 
mother Joan who 
still lives in her 
home as she nears 
98 years of age. 

This is a task she has shared for many years 
with her sisters Annie, Bernadette (until her 
death in 2018), Cathy and Helen with their 
rotating roster keeping someone with Joan 
always. ‘When not with mum, I am creating 
units of study about the awe-inspiring history, 
achievements, and some of the terrible 
afflictions of First nations people,’ she 
explains. 

In May this year Pauline launched her 
Awareness With Education (AWE) program 
after deciding to step back from her role as 
parish ‘ambassador’ for Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islanders. The aim of the program is to 
hand over her ambassador role to a group 

rather than an individual. ‘New people, fresh 
ideas.’ She believes that in the past few years, 
there has been a growing support for and 
understanding of the terrible injustices 
experienced by our Indigenous people, and 
there is a great need for basic education about 
the ways we can support them in their struggle 
for justice. 

An online course put together for a few keen 
parishioners has grown into something much 
larger. ‘Twenty of us, plus some Victorian 
school students, are more than halfway 
through the 14 units of AWE. After walking 
alongside Aboriginal peoples for 40 years, it 
gives me great joy and some awful sadness, 
to share their stories.’  

Pauline has developed AWE from her decades 
of collected research, with the help of 
Aboriginal Catholic Ministry, and the writings 
of Aboriginal Professor Marcia Langton. The 
main reading material being Professor 
Langton’s Welcome to Country. ‘Our little 
program touches on some Indigenous 
knowledge systems, their many heroes, and 
their inspiring Spirituality, and resilience, in 
the years since non-Indigenous took their 
land, and in too many cases, their lives…’ 

Pauline sends a message to our parishioners 
who have supported previous appeals, ‘Trust 
this Assumption feast weekend our 
parishioners will be their very generous 
selves, as they contribute to our annual appeal 
for Aboriginal students of Victoria. Thank 
you…Pauline’ And thank you Pauline for 
contributing this week to Parish Life in ISO.  

Stories, recipes, ideas or photos to share? 
We’d love to hear what you’ve been up to in 
ISO. Email jac.radcliffe@cam.org.au to 
contribute to Parish Life in ISO

Bernadette with Joan (seated front) 
Helen and Pauline (standing) 

AWE member Frances Ashby with her daughter on a visit to the 
Jarlmadangah community near Broome WA in 2012(ish) 



 

Social Justice Sunday will be celebrated on 30 August 2020  
with the theme this year ‘To Live Life to the Full:  
Mental health in Australia today’ 

 
Donations to Caritas Australia Appeal for Lebanon can be made via 

https://www.caritas.org.au/learn/emergency-response/middle-east-
emergency-appeal or by ringing 1800 024 413 

Caritas understand people in our community have already given to this 
appeal and thank you all for your concern for our brothers and sisters 
devastated by the disaster in Beirut. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

CatholicCare Sunday Appeal With your help CatholicCare can continue to provide 
guidance and hope to some of the most disadvantaged and marginalized people in our 
community. ‘Healthy families are the building blocks of a healthy society and a place 
where children learn to love, respect and interact with others.’ Pope Francis. If you are 
able to donate to this appeal please visit www.ccam.org.au Thank you for your 
continued support.  

The next six weeks will continue to be a challenging time in our community as we all 
play our part in reducing the transmission of COVID-19 in Victoria. CatholicCare 
encourage anyone seeking support to contact them. For more about our Emergency 
Relief and Counselling programs, visit www.ccam.org.au/covid19response 

________________________________________________________________ 

Stage 4  Restrictions – Metropolitan Melbourne  
Melburnians may not travel further than 5km from home unless 
they are a permitted worker or for permitted activities. All 
residents of Melbourne must work from home unless they are a 
permitted worker. A curfew is in place for Melbourne from 8pm to 
5am. For the full details of Stage 4 restrictions you should visit 
the DHHS website. 
 

WHAT STAGE 4 RESTRICTIONS MEAN FOR ST THERESE’S 
Our church remains closed. WEDDINGS are not permitted unless an application is 
made to the DHHS for an exemption on compassionate grounds. If permitted then only 
5 people are allowed, comprising of the couple, the two witnesses and the celebrant. 
FUNERALS are limited to 10 mourners plus the minimum number required to conduct 
the funeral. BAPTISMS are postponed, unless there is a grave pastoral need.  
VISITATIONS to homes are not permitted unless for grave reasons. Only Clergy (Fr 
John) may visit. Holy Communion is not to be given to anyone in their homes or care 
facilities, except as Viaticum for the dying.  
Mass celebrated by Fr John on Wednesday, Thursday and Friday along with our 
weekend Mass will stay online.  
PACE REMAINS CLOSED 
PARISH OFFICE OPERATES REMOTELY You can call us weekdays 9am until 3pm or 
send us an email. For those needing to speak to Fr John, appointments can be made 
over the phone or via email. Onsite meetings are not permitted.  
EMERGENCY AFTER HOURS contact number for Fr John: 0490 956 610 
  

https://www.caritas.org.au/learn/emergency-response/middle-east-emergency-appeal
https://www.caritas.org.au/learn/emergency-response/middle-east-emergency-appeal
http://www.ccam.org.au/
https://www.ccam.org.au/covid19response
https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/victorias-restriction-levels-covid-19


 
THE CATHOLIC ARCHDIOCESE OF MELBOURNE provides regular pastoral updates 
on the COVID-19 situation on the CAM website: www.cam.org.au 

ASSISTING ISOLATED PARISHIONERS If you know of a parishioner, or if you are a 
parishioner who could use our help, please contact the office confidentially. 

LOCKDOWN AND OUR MENTAL HEALTH  
A message from CatholicCare  
Our mental health is influenced by things we do and experience in 
our day to day life. This includes our environment.  
Being in lockdown for six weeks means an awful lot of time spent 
at home, so take the time to make sure your home is the best it 
can be for your mental wellbeing. 
Eat well, exercise, stay in touch with friends and family. 
 

It’s normal to have ups and downs, and it is important to talk about how you’re feeling 
with family and friends who are likely experiencing similar feelings. If you want to talk 
to someone else, there are lots of great support services available: 
Head to Health: click here for Head to Health 
Lifeline: click here for Lifeline's COVID-19 Support or phone 1300 651 251 
Beyond Blue: click here for Beyond Blue or phone 1300 22 4636 
Kids Helpline: click here for Kids Helpline or phone 1800 551 800 
Catholic Care: Stay connected www.ccam.org.au Tel: 9287 5555 
 

PARISH GIVING DURING COVID19 If you usually support the parish with 
envelopes at Masses and would like to continue your payments, you can deposit 
your PSP donations directly to the parish accounts. Note there are separate 
accounts for church and clergy.  
Contributions to the church account: 
Name: St Therese's Church 
BSB: 083 347  
Account number: 67640 1701  
Contributions towards supporting the clergy: 
Account Name: St Therese’s Church 
BSB: 083 347 
A/C number: 67616 4988  
Any deposit should be referenced with your FIRST INITIAL and SURNAME 
so that we know that the money is a PSP payment attributed to you. 

PARISH CONTACTS 
Parish Priest: John Hannon john.hannon@cam.org.au 

Baptism – Pastoral Outreach: Leanne Torr leanne.torr@cam.org.au 
Business Manager: Kathy Gilmour essendon@cam.org.au 
Function Manager: Jac Radcliffe jac.radcliffe@cam.org.au 

Bookkeeper: Irene Fritsche irene.fritsche@cam.org.au 
Parish Leadership Team:  essendon.plt@cam.org.au 

Child Safety Officer: Olivia Metcalf essendon.safeguarding@cam.org.au 
Office opening hours - Monday to Friday 9.00am – 3.30pm 

Office Telephone: 9401 6330 – after hours Fr John: 0490 956 610 
Office email: essendon@cam.org.au Website: www.stthereses.org.au 

School email: principal@stessendon.catholic.edu.au 
St Vincent de Paul helpline: 1800 305 330 WEEKDAYS 10am–3pm 

Tiny T’s Playgroup: stthereses.tinyts@gmail.com 
 

PLEASE NOTE NEW EMAIL ADDRESS FOR CHILD SAFETY OFFICER 
essendon.safeguarding@cam.org.au 

http://www.cam.org.au/
https://headtohealth.gov.au/covid-19-support/covid-19
https://www.lifeline.org.au/get-help/topics/mental-health-and-wellbeing-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak
https://www.beyondblue.org.au/the-facts/looking-after-your-mental-health-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak
https://kidshelpline.com.au/coronavirus
http://www.ccam.org.au/
mailto:john.hannon@cam.org.au
mailto:leanne.torr@cam.org.au
mailto:essendon@cam.org.au
mailto:jac.radcliffe@cam.org.au
mailto:irene.fritsche@cam.org.au
mailto:ssendon.plt@cam.org.au
mailto:essendon.safeguarding@cam.org.au
mailto:essendon@cam.org.auW
http://www.stthereses.org.au/
mailto:principal@stessendon.catholic.edu.au
mailto:stthereses.tinyts@gmail.com
mailto:essendon.safeguarding@cam.org.au


20th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year A

© Creative Ministry ResourcesThe scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 
1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. 

 
 The woman who had faith 

      in Jesus

Who are the outcasts in our community? 
Write them in the footprints.

The Canaanite woman persisted because of her 
strong belief that Jesus would cure her daughter. 
Use the words below to find out what Jesus said.

_ _ _ _ _ ,  you have  

_ _ _ _ _    _ _ _ _ _ . 

_ _ _  your  _ _ _ _  

be  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ .

Woman
great

faith

granted wish

Let

Jesus left Gennesaret and withdrew to the 
region of Tyre and Sidon. Then out came a 
Canaanite woman from that district and started 
shouting, ‘Sir, Son of David, take pity on me. 
My daughter is tormented by a devil.’ But he 
answered her not a word. And his disciples 
went and pleaded with him. ‘Give her what she 
wants,’ they said ‘because she is shouting after 
us.’ He said in reply, ‘I was sent only to the lost 
sheep of the House of Israel.’ But the woman 

had come up and was kneeling at his feet. 
‘Lord,’ she said ‘help me.’ He replied, ‘It is not 
fair to take the children’s food and throw it to 
the house-dogs.’ She retorted,  
‘Ah yes, sir; but even house-dogs can eat the 
scraps that fall from their master’s table.’  
Then Jesus answered her, ‘Woman, you have 
great faith. Let your wish be granted.’ And from 
that moment her daughter was well again.

Gospel 
Mt 15:21-28
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20th Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year A Mt 15:21-28
My name isThe  woman  who  had  

 faith  in  Jesus
Draw the Canaanite woman who asked Jesus to help cure her daughter. 

Send her away, for she 
keeps shouting after us.

I was sent only to the lost 
sheep of the house of Israel. Lord, help me.

The Canaanite woman persisted because of her strong belief that Jesus would cure her daughter.  
Use the words below to find out what Jesus said.

BE FAITHWISHDONE YOU GREAT

YOUR !  LET IT

WOMAN, IS

FOR

AS YOU .

G

F
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