
St Therese’s Parish Essendon 
25th & 26th JULY 

Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time Yr A 

 

 

First Reading 1 Kgs 3:5.7-12 A reading from the first book of the Kings 

You have asked for wisdom. 

The Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream and said, ‘Ask what you would like me to 
give you.’ Solomon replied, ‘Lord, my God, you have made your servant king in 

succession to David my father. But I am a very young man, unskilled in leadership. 
Your servant finds himself in the midst of this people of yours that you have 

chosen, a people so many its numbers cannot be counted or reckoned.  
 

Give your servant a heart to understand how to discern between good and evil, for 
who could govern this people of yours that is so great?’ It pleased the Lord that 

Solomon should have asked for this. ‘Since you have asked for this’ the Lord said 

‘and not asked for long life for yourself or riches or the lives of your enemies, but 
have asked for a discerning judgement for yourself, here and now I do what you 

ask. I give you a heart wise and shrewd as none before you has had and none will 
have after you.’ 

 
Gospel Mt 13:44-52 - A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

He sells everything he owns and buys the field. 

Jesus said to the crowds, ‘The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field 
which someone has found; he hides it again, goes off happy, sells everything he 

owns and buys the field. 

‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for fine pearls; when he 

finds one of great value he goes and sells everything he owns and buys it. 

‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a dragnet cast into the sea that brings in a 
haul of all kinds. When it is full, the fishermen haul it ashore; then, sitting down, 

they collect the good ones in a basket and throw away those that are no use. This 

is how it will be at the end of time: the angels will appear and separate the wicked 
from the just to throw them into the blazing furnace where there will be weeping 

and grinding of teeth. 

‘Have you understood all this?’ They said, ‘Yes.’ And he said to them, ‘Well, then, 

every scribe who becomes a disciple of the kingdom of heaven is like a householder 
who brings out from his storeroom things both new and old.’ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

ENJOY OUR PARISH VIRTUAL MASSES CELEBRATED WITH FR JOHN  
EACH WEDNESDAY, THURSDAY, FRIDAY AND SUNDAY  

 

https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Ckg1#kg1003
https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cmtw#mtw013


 

INTERCESSIONS      26 JULY 2020  

 
 

 
Dear friends, in faith we bring our prayers before the Lord. That our Holy Father 

Pope Francis will lead God’s people with wisdom and truth.  
 

 

We pray for the children of our Parish Community who might be feeling 
disappointed about resuming online learning in Term 3. Fill them with a sense of 

calm in these days of uncertainty and stress.  
Lord hear us 

Lord, hear our prayer 
 

We pray for the parents of our Parish Community who are supporting children 
during online learning, sometimes whilst working still from home. Grant them the 

serenity to accept the things that cannot be changed and the strength to persevere 
during these trying times.  

Lord, hear us 
Lord, hear our prayer 

 
For our leaders and brave health workers, public servants and distribution chains, 

especially in this time of Covid upheaval.  May they be able to continue work 

patiently for a healthy, vibrant and prosperous community.  
Lord, hear us 

Lord, hear our prayer 
 

We remember all those affected by the flow-on effects of the crisis, especially the 
poor and dispossessed, as well as for those in industry, aviation, tourism, 

hospitality and daily life in general.  
Lord, hear us 

Lord hear our prayer 
 

We pray for our own special intentions:   
Lord, hear us 

Lord hear our prayer 
 

We pray for those who are ill, especially Marty O'Donnell, Lolita Fajardo, 

Jacinta Hyland, Marg Kovacs, Isabella Campo  
 

For those who have died recently: Maureen McCormack, Charlie Vassallo 
 

For those whom we remember at this time, especially Cyril Quinlan 
Lord, hear us 

Lord, hear our prayer 
 

Loving God, you teach us of heaven’s treasures. Hear our prayers and help us put 

aside our own gain as we wait for life eternal in your kingdom. We ask this through 
Christ our Lord.  

Amen 
  



PARISH LIFE IN ISO 
Although parish life has been much 
quieter and moving at a slower pace 

during the COVID19 crisis, it HAS kept on 
moving. For parish staff it has meant big 

changes to the way we operate, as 
working from home has become our new 
‘COVID normal.’ What have our staff 

been up to during ISO? 

Father John has been busy 

recording online Masses, 

practising piano, jigsaw 

puzzling and keeping active 

with his regular walks. 

‘Parish life is different, and 

very quiet, as I continue to 

record on-line Masses and 

funerals are now back to 10 attendees, which 

is very hard on families and friends.’  John 

has also been in charge of keeping the parish 

indoor plants alive. We’re happy to report 

they’re all thriving in the warmth and 

sunshine of his office.  

Kathy Gilmour has  found the 

last few months challenging. 

‘I’ve had to find a new mental 

strength. I have missed being 

able to go to work and ISO 

2.0 isn't any more fun than 

the initial lockdown.’ On the 

flip side, she says, she has a sparkling pantry, 

not one messy cupboard or drawer, has 

taught herself to make a coffee and is 

learning to take selfies. Her home office is set 

up at the front of her house where she has a 

view of her rose garden and street deliveries.  

‘I am enjoying my walks, being in the garden, 

cooking take away meals for my family, 

reading and playing my keyboard.’ ISO life 

isn't easy but Kathy says she is ‘enjoying, 

wearing my tracky dacks , no makeup "zoom" 

catch ups, and seeing most people genuinely 

enjoying a slower pace of life.’ 

Leanne Torr is usually busy 

helping parish families 

prepare for Baptism and 

caring for her mum Pat who 

is a resident at Arcadia. 

Sadly both commitments 

have been curtailied since ISO first began. 

‘With so much time at home, my sewing 

machine has had a real workout making a 

couple of skirts as well as a few 1960’s 

creations- one of my favourite fashion eras.’ 

Leanne has also loved the opportunity to 

restore some garden ornaments and some of 

her dear Dad’s iron/welding handiwork. She 

has brought his handmade ladder back to life 

and it’s now proudly supporting a creeper in 

the garden. In fact Leanne’s entire garden 

has been the beneficiary of all her recent 

spare time as she has tidied and maintained 

it ‘within an inch of its life!’ 

Irene Fritsche has been our 

solo office staffer since late 

May.  ‘I’m still coming into 

the office two days a week, 

all by my self with the 

occasional drop in from John 

and the postman.’ Things 

keep moving with finances, COVID or not. 

The ATO still need BAS statements and there 

are bills to pay. ‘Not to mention Jobkeeper is 

keeping me on my toes.’  During ISO Irene 

has been baking more at home, feeding her 

gluten free sourdough starter “Arthur” and 

making the slow cooked favourites that we all 

enjoy in winter. ‘The sewing machine has 

come out to make some stylish face masks. 

What’s wrong with using up fabric that was 

bought just because you loved the fabric? 

“Teenage girls” that’s the problem!!’ 

Jac Radcliffe has set up 

office in her bedroom which 

faces north and has a great 

view of all the happenings 

in her street. ‘I feel like I’m 

still in touch with the 

outside world, even if it’s 

only as a spectator!’ She’s been busy mask-

sewing, upholstering, baking, home-

schooling and keeping her two kids 

entertained. ‘It’s been difficult for sure. I’ve 

missed going to work and having an external 

life. There’ve been times when ISO has 

tested the limits of each of our patience, and 

my sanity!’ But, she says, there are positives 

to the slower pace and smaller scale of life. 

’The kids have sprouted acorns and are 

growing oak trees as well as an avocado tree 

they’ve named Pip. We’ve been playing 

Yahtzee together after dinner and going on 

family walks. Those are the things we’ll 

remember, I think, years from now.’ 

 

 

  



Under Stage 3 restrictions people may leave their home for the following 

reasons: Shopping for food or other essential items, care giving, 
exercise or for work or study, only if you cannot work or study from 

home. All people must wear a face covering whenever they leave their 

home, unless an exception applies. 

At St Therese’s the following will apply until 11:59pm on Wednesday 19 August 2020, 
or until otherwise directed. Our church is closed to the public except for weddings 

and funerals (under restrictions listed below.) Weekday and weekend Mass will stay 
online. Funerals are limited to 10 mourners plus people required to conduct the 

funeral. All attendees and organisers MUST wear masks. Weddings are limited to 5 

people (the couple, two witnesses and the celebrant). All participants MUST wear 
masks. Baptisms have been postponed, unless there is an urgent and grave pastoral 

need. PACE remains closed to all hirers and parish groups. Our school recommenced 
remote learning on Monday 20 July.  Onsite (School) supervision is available for children 

of essential services workers.  
 

PARISH OFFICE OPEN BY APPOINTMENT The parish office remains contactable 

each weekday from 9am until 3pm via phone and email. For those who need to meet 
with Fr John, appointments can be made over the phone or via email. Any face to face 

meetings will be held under strict social distancing and hygiene requirements. 
 

THE CATHOLIC ARCHDIOCESE OF MELBOURNE provides regular pastoral updates 

on the COVID-19 situation on the CAM website: www.cam.org.au 
 

ASSISTING ISOLATED PARISHIONERS If you know of a parishioner, or if you are a 

parishioner who could use our help, please contact the office confidentially. 
 

MENTAL HEALTH AND COVID It’s normal to have ups and downs, and it 

is important to talk about how you’re feeling with family and friends who are 

likely experiencing similar feelings. If you want to talk to someone else, but 

aren’t sure where to start, there are lots of great online and phone chat 

support services available: 

Head to Health: click here for Head to Health 

Lifeline: click here for Lifeline's COVID-19 Support or phone 1300 651 251 

Beyond Blue: click here for Beyond Blue or phone 1300 22 4636 

Kids Helpline: click here for Kids Helpline or phone 1800 551 800 

Catholic Care: Stay connected www.ccam.org.au Tel: 9287 5555 
 

SENSE OF THE FAITHFUL (News about the Plenary Council) In response to the 

launch of the Plenary Council, twenty-six Melbourne parishes came together and sent a 
joint statement to all the bishops and the executive of Catholic religious Australia. You are 
invited to add your name as a subscriber (no cost involved) at the bottom of the home 

page of the senseofthefaithful.org.au to receive regular updates. 
 

PARISH CONTACTS 

 

Parish Priest: John Hannon john.hannon@cam.org.au 
Baptism – Pastoral Outreach: Leanne Torr leanne.torr@cam.org.au 
Business Manager: Kathy Gilmour essendon@cam.org.au 
Function Manager: Jac Radcliffe jac.radcliffe@cam.org.au 
Bookkeeper: Irene Fritsche irene.fritsche@cam.org.au 

Parish Leadership Team:  essendon.plt@cam.org.au 
Child Safety Officer: Olivia Metcalf essendon.safeguarding@cam.org.au 
Office opening hours - Monday to Friday 9.00am – 3.30pm 
Office Telephone: 9401 6330 – after hours Fr John: 0490 956 610 
Office email: essendon@cam.org.au Website: www.stthereses.org.au 
School email: principal@stessendon.catholic.edu.au 
St Vincent de Paul helpline: 1800 305 330 WEEKDAYS 10am–3pm 

Tiny T’s Playgroup: stthereses.tinyts@gmail.com 

PLEASE NOTE NEW EMAIL ADDRESS FOR CHILD SAFETY OFFICER 
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17th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year A

© Creative Ministry ResourcesThe scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 
1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. 

Finding the hidden 
treasure

What did the man do after he found the treasure hidden 
in the field?  Use the key below to decipher the code.

Can you find the letters that spell the word  
TREASURE hidden in the picture below?

Jesus said to the crowds, ‘The kingdom of 
heaven is like treasure hidden in a field 
which someone has found; he hides it 
again, goes off happy, sells everything  
he owns and buys the field.
‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a 
merchant looking for fine pearls; when he 
finds one of great value he goes and sells 
everything he owns and buys it.’

Gospel
Mt 13:44-46
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17th Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year A Mt 13:44-46
My name is

Finding  the  hidden  treasure

The kingdom of heaven is also 
like a merchant in search of fine 
pearls; on finding one pearl of 
great value, he went and sold 
all that he had and bought it.

The kingdom of heaven is like 
treasure hidden in a field, which 
someone found and hid; then 
in his joy he goes and sells all 
that he has and buys that field.

What did the man do after he 
found the treasure hidden in 
the field? Use the key below 
to decipher the code.

Can you find the letters that spell the word TREASURE hidden in the pictures below?


